《Smith ’s Bible Commentary - Galatians》(Chuck Smith)
Commentator

Charles Ward "Chuck" Smith (June 25, 1927 - October 3, 2013) was an American pastor who founded the Calvary Chapel movement. Beginning with the 25-person Costa Mesa congregation in 1965, Smith's influence now extends to thousands of congregations worldwide, some of which are among the largest churches in the United States. He has been called "one of the most influential figures in modern American Christianity."

Smith graduated from LIFE Bible College and was ordained as a pastor for the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel. In the late 1950s, Smith was the campaign manager and worship director for healing evangelist Paul Cain. After being a pastor for a different denomination, he left his denomination to pastor a non-denominational church plant in Corona, California, and eventually moved to a small pre-existing church called Calvary Chapel in Costa Mesa, California in December 1965.

Chuck Smith is the author and co-author of several books; titles of his books include Answers for Today; Calvary Chapel Distinctives; Calvinism, Arminianism & The Word of God; Charisma vs. Charismania; Comfort for Those Who Mourn; Effective Prayer Life; Harvest; Living Water; The Claims of Christ; The Gospel According to Grace; The Philosophy of Ministry of Calvary Chapel; Why Grace Changes Everything; Love: The More Excellent Way; The Final Act; and others.

00 Introduction 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-24
Galatia was not a city. It was a territory. It encompassed an area that is now in Turkey. There were several churches founded by Paul in Galatia. And following Paul"s evangelistic efforts through the area and the founding of many churches, there were men who came in and they began to pervert the gospel that Paul had taught, the gospel of grace. And they began to preach another gospel which is not a gospel.

Because the word gospel means good news. And if you tell me that God will forgive me all of my sins and account me righteous, if I will simply believe in Jesus Christ, that"s good news. But if you tell me that I must then follow certain rules and regulations and be obedient to the law and keep the law of God in order to be righteous, that"s not good news because no one"s been able to do that. And so Paul is writing to the Galatians to correct this teaching that had followed his ministry in their midst and to free them again from that bondage of the law that men were seeking to put them under.

We in the Gentile church today have so much to be thankful for because of this man, Paul the apostle. Had it not been for his strong stubborn stand on salvation through grace, Christianity could have reverted to just another Jewish sect. But Paul made his stand in front of all of them against all of them really insisting on this gospel of grace. Salvation through faith and through the grace of God.

And so Galatians is a very strong treatise against any form of legality. Any attempt to become righteous by our works or more righteous through our obedience to the law and it is really setting forth in a very powerful way the gospel of grace and justification by faith. It was this epistle to the Galatians that brought on the Protestant revolution, the revolution, yes; reformation which was a revolution from the corruptive practices of the church of that day.

Martin Luther was much like Paul the apostle in that he was one of those fellows who went all out in his religious practices. He was one of the most monkish of all of the monks. And had gone to Rome and in order to appease God was climbing the steps on his knees, one step at a time, offering the prayers and all at each step. And as he was going up these steps the Spirit of God spoke to his heart out of Paul"s letter to the Galatians, Martin, the just shall live by faith. And that burned in his heart. And thus was born the Protestant reformation.

This glorious epistle that has set men free and has brought men into a vital relationship with God through faith. This epistle that opens the door to all men so that I may come freely unto God because I come to God and I learn to come to God through this epistle on the basis of God"s love and God"s grace, not on the basis of my merit, my works, my efforts.

Now these false teachers that came in, one of the first things they always sought to do was to discredit Paul. This is a typical ploy of false teachers. If you have been studying and learning under a minister, a man of God, they"ll come in and their first thing is to try to discredit the one that you have been studying under or the one that you were converted under. Now it seems that these false teachers never really seek to evangelize. But they"re always trying to go into those who believe and change their beliefs.

So Paul, first of all, reaffirms his apostleship and he says though that it is,

(not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;) ( Galatians 1:1 )

It is interesting how that even today, people are asking the same questions that the Pharisees asked John the Baptist while he was baptizing down at the Jordan river. They said, Who gave you the authority to do this? From whence comes your authority? When Jesus cleansed the temple, they asked Him the same question. "Who gave you the authority to do this" ( Mark 11:28 )? Paul. People it seems are always looking for the basis of your authority. And many times today people come up, especially the Mormons, and they"ll say, Who gave you the authority to baptize? Because they teach that they are the only ones who have the right to give authority to anyone to baptize. They are the only true church because they are the only church which still has twelve apostles governing the church.

And their twelve apostles are the only ones who can ordain or grant authority unto men to exercise spiritual ministries. And so their trip is always an authority trip, Who gave you the authority? And so the question of really of Paul. Well, who gave Paul the authority to be an apostle? Who laid hands on Paul? And of course, we have also within the church today what they call the apostolic succession of the laying on of hands, as far as authority goes in the high church. They ordain the men for the ministry and the bishop lays his hand upon the candidate as he ordains him and this bishop had hands laid on him by another bishop who had hands laid on him by another bishop who had hands laid on him by another bishop who had hands laid on him and back to Peter.

So that you have the apostolic laying on of hands. So as the bishop lays his hand upon my head and consecrates me to the ministry, I in my mind perceive this hand as it goes, b-b-b-b-b-b-b-back to Peter. You know, you see this sort of quick frame kind of a thing all the way back to Peter and Peter is laying his hand on me and ordaining me for the ministry, the apostolic succession of the laying on of hands. And unless you have the bishop who had a bishop who had a bishop who had a bishop, then you"re not really ordained.

Paul said, Hey, I wasn"t ordained by man. I"m an apostle but "not of men, neither by man." I didn"t look to man for my authority. I wasn"t called by man. I wasn"t ordained by man, "but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead."

So Paul"s authority goes back one greater than Peter, to Jesus Christ and to God the Father. Now it is my feeling that the ordination of man is totally worthless. I"m not interested in being ordained by man. I believe that there is only one who can really ordain a man to the ministry and that is Jesus Christ. I believe that men at best can only ratify. Someone laying their hands on me isn"t going to qualify me for the ministry and unfortunately, in the history of the church, hands had been laid upon scoundrels and they"ve been proclaimed by this action as ministers of Jesus Christ. But they were not and never have been. They"re charlatans, they"re scoundrels. Though they have the papers to show that they"re ordained to the ministry.

It isn"t what man says about me that I"m concerned with, it"s what God says about me. And so Paul, an apostle, "not of men, nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead."
And all of the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia ( Galatians 1:2 ):

So Paul is joining those companions of his in his writing to the church.

Now Paul quite often in the opening salutations of his epistles has some personal words to say but he really doesn"t have much to say to the Galatians except the typical Pauline greeting of,

Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ ( Galatians 1:3 ),

The Greek word grace is a word that in its base meaning is beauty, charm. It has come to mean unmerited favor. And that is its theological kind of a definition. But there is always a beauty attached with grace. And it was the typical Greek greeting. Charis. Peace, the typical Jewish greeting, Shalom. Joined together always by Paul in his epistles, "Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ."
Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen ( Galatians 1:4-5 ).

The opening salutation of Paul.

Now in speaking of Jesus Christ, he declares that He "gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world." This world is governed by Satan. Jesus called Satan the prince of this world. And referring to him said, "The prince of this world is coming, and has nothing in me" ( John 14:30 ). When Satan tempted Christ by showing to Him the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, and promised to give them to Jesus, if He would just bow down to Satan, Satan bragged, They are mine and I can give them to whomever I will. Jesus did not dispute that. And because Satan is the god of this world, because it is under his control, being given to him by man, it is a present evil world but the purpose of Jesus Christ is to deliver you, His children, from this present evil world. That is God"s will to deliver you from it.

Now that deliverance is really twofold. When I believe in Jesus Christ, I am delivered from the hold that the world has on me. One of these days Jesus is going to deliver me out of the world. Right now He"s delivering me in the world. I have been delivered while I am here but one day He"s going to take me out of here and I will be delivered then fully from the present evil world. But now I am delivered while I am still here. It doesn"t have a hold on me any longer.

Now Paul immediately gets right into the issues.

I marvel [I"m shocked] that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel ( Galatians 1:6 ):

They were called into the grace of Christ. They were taught salvation through faith. That it is not something you can earn, it is not something you deserve, it is not something you can purchase, it is something that you can only receive as a free gift of God on the basis, not of your works, not of your efforts, not of your merit but on the basis of your simple trust in Jesus Christ. The gospel of the grace of Christ.

"Unto another gospel:"
Which is not another ( Galatians 1:7 );

That is, it isn"t a gospel. It isn"t good news.

there are those that would trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ ( Galatians 1:7 ).

There are still those today who are perverting the good news of Jesus Christ by again placing man under certain legal obligations or legal restraints, imposing upon man their rules, their regulations, their standards for holiness. That is not a gospel. If you give me a list of rules that I must abide by in order to be spiritual, that is not a gospel.

I lived for years in a legalistic relationship with God. Trying to follow the rules, trying to follow the regulations. Signing the pledge; annually we had a pledge signing. As we committed ourselves to these rules, I will not do this and that and the other thing. And I had a legal relationship with God that I had all kinds of problems with. Because though I had signed the pledge, many times I did not keep the pledge that I had signed. And so I felt doubly guilty.

Then I came into the knowledge of the grace of God through Jesus Christ. And rather than a legal relationship with God, I developed a loving relationship with God. And I"ve been happy ever since. How I love this relationship I have. Oh, you say, you then do anything you want, huh? Well, yes, I do. But I just don"t want to do a lot of things anymore, you see. I really live a more strict life now in this loving relationship with God than I did with the legal relationship with God. You see, there"s something perverse about me and about rules. I don"t like rules. And if I walk by a sign that says, Don"t touch, I"ll touch it. Don"t walk on the grass, I"ll step on it. I just don"t like rules.

And there"s something within me that sort of rebels against rules. I like this loving relationship I have with God. And I don"t walk on the grass. And I don"t touch. Not because I can"t, I don"t want to. If it doesn"t please the Father, I don"t want to do it. And so this loving relationship is so far superior to the legal relationship with God. And so this gospel that they were proclaiming in that they were trying to put the people into a legal relationship with God, Paul said, is not really another gospel. It"s a perversion of the gospel.

And though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed ( Galatians 1:8 ).

That"s pretty strong language. "Let him be anathema." "If any man would preach another gospel, even if an angel of heaven would come and preach another gospel," even if Moroni would come and say, You"ve got to wear certain kind of underwear in order to be righteous and you must go through the temple rites and you must continue to be a faithful Mormon if you are to be saved; you see, that"s adding to the salvation through the grace of God offered to us through Jesus Christ. That"s putting the burden back on you.

I asked a young man one day who came up to me and I"m sure that he. He had been in a Sunday school class of mine years ago and he came up to me and said, Chuck, I"m no longer a Christian. Now I"m a Mormon. Now I"m sure that he wasn"t schooled enough in the Mormon techniques at that point that he would say something like that, because now they seek to identify themselves as Christians. But he said, I"m a Mormon. And I said, Oh, what a shame. And he said, What do you mean? I said, I mean just what you said. I think it would be a shame if a person cease being a Christian and started being a Mormon.

I said, But as a Mormon, tell me, Jerry, what do you, what is the base for your hope of eternal life? And he said, My faith in Jesus Christ and continued membership in the Mormon church. I said, Well, as far as I"m concerned you went one step too far. If the basis of your hope for eternal life is your faith in Jesus Christ, I can shake hands with you and say, Great, Jerry, continue. But the moment you add anything to that, then it"s another gospel. And even if an angel of heaven has declared another gospel that would add something more than your faith in Jesus Christ as your hope for eternal life, then it is not a gospel. And so,

let them be accursed. For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? if I please men, I would not be the servant of Christ ( Galatians 1:9-10 ).

Paul said I"m not really seeking to win a popularity contest among men. I"m seeking to please God. And I could give up this fight. I could give in to the legalism. But if I did, I would not be a servant of God. Thank God Paul stuck by his guns. Boy, our church today would be something vastly different if Paul had not stuck by his guns.

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. Because I did not receive it from man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ ( Galatians 1:11-12 ).

So this gospel of grace is a revelation of Jesus Christ unto Paul. Now I am certain that God chose Paul and ordained Paul even as he said from his mother"s womb that he should be the carrier of this gospel of grace because he was perfectly fitted by God for this task. You see, if you do not follow something to its end, then you always think, Well, my failure was not following it to its end. Had I followed it to the nth degree, then I would have found the satisfaction. And so I look at myself and I say, The failure lies in me, I didn"t follow it completely enough.

It is an interesting observation that I have made concerning those who are Buddhists. When a person tells me, Well, I"m a Buddhist, I usually ask them, Well, have you achieved then the perfection and that complete peace in Buddhism? And they will always respond by saying, I am working towards it. Never have I found one who has claimed to achieve. They"re always working towards it. It"s always this carrot out here at the end of the stick. I"m still working. I hope, you know. But I keep trying. If I work a little harder I might achieve, I might attain, I might find the peace and satisfaction. I"m working towards it.

Paul the apostle had followed the law of God circumspectly. He had followed it down all the way. He writes concerning himself that "as far as the righteousness which is of the law is concerned, I was blameless" ( Philippians 3:6 ). And so Paul speaks of his zeal above his own peers. His zeal for the lost, his zeal for God according to the law and all was above those around him. And yet Paul found himself zealously following the law still empty and frustrated and he did not find the fulfillment. And that is why when he came to the glorious knowledge of Jesus Christ he was so transformed because he had followed the law all the way as far as you could and didn"t find the peace.

Now Peter could not really be the emissary of grace because Peter had not really followed the law that circumspectly, you see. And so Peter would think, Well if I had only followed the law, I might have achieved, I might have attained, you know. And so Paul was especially prepared of God to receive this gospel of grace and it came to Paul by direct revelation of Jesus Christ. He did not learn this in the church in Jerusalem or from the apostles or those brethren there. Taught to him by direct revelation of Jesus Christ.

For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews" religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And I profited in the Jews" religion above many of my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers ( Galatians 1:13-14 ).

Hey, I was at the top of the class. I went all the way. I went all out for the law and for Judaism. "Above my equals, more exceedingly zealous."
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother"s womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the Gentiles; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood ( Galatians 1:15-16 ):

When Paul met Christ on the road to Damascus and there had that complete a hundred and eighty degree turn, from persecuting Jesus to following Jesus, such a revolution, total revolution. Paul did not then look up the Christian brothers to learn all about it. But he went out into the desert and spent several years out in the deserts of Saudi Arabia just waiting upon God and receiving the revelation directly from Jesus of the gospel according to grace. So this is not Paul"s gospel, this is the gospel of Jesus Christ delivered to Paul who in turn has delivered it to us. This is the truth of Christ; the salvation that is offered now unto you through your faith in Him. "I did not confer with flesh and blood."
I did not go up to Jerusalem to them which were the apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and then I returned to Damascus ( Galatians 1:17 ).

I didn"t even return to Jerusalem.

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem ( Galatians 1:18 )

So he didn"t get back to Jerusalem until about six-and-a-half, seven years after his conversion. He had gone from Jerusalem to Damascus to imprison the Christians, those that call upon God. He was met by Christ on the road so that when he got to Damascus he was a changed man. He ministered to the Christians that were there but realized that he needed to know more and went out into the deserts of Arabia and waited upon Jesus where he received the glorious revelation for three-and-a-half years; returned then to Damascus to stay there and now taught them for three years. And then finally came to Jerusalem.

to see Peter, and stayed with him for fifteen days. But of the other apostles he didn"t see any of them, except James the brother of the Lord ( Galatians 1:18-19 ).

This is the James who authored the epistle of James. This is the James who became one of the leaders in the early church. This is not James, the brother of John the fisherman. He was beheaded before Paul got there. This is James, the brother of Jesus Christ mentioned in Mark"s gospel and Paul here identifies him.

Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not. Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia ( Galatians 1:20-21 );

So Paul went from Damascus seven years after his conversion and then went on back to Tarsus where he was born and he went back to making tents.

I was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ: But they only heard, That the one who had persecuted us in times past is now preaching the faith. And they glorified God in me ( Galatians 1:22-24 ).

So Paul did not really have any close contact with the church in Jerusalem. In fact, the church in Jerusalem was a little fearful of Paul. They didn"t know but what he was a KGB agent. And thus, they were really reluctant to receive Paul into fellowship. So Paul is emphasizing the fact that his gospel is not something that was passed unto him by the apostles or by any man. It was something that came to him through the direct revelation of Jesus Christ. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-21
Then fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and I took Titus with me also ( Galatians 2:1 ).

So Paul no doubt had been ministering in Syria and Cilicia, the area around Tarsus, his home city, his hometown, and there had been Gentiles that he had brought to the faith of Jesus Christ, Titus being one of them. Now Barnabas, one of the brethren in the church there in Jerusalem decided to go to Tarsus because there was a work of God being accomplished in Antioch and he, there were a lot of Gentiles being saved and having heard of Paul, he decided to go get Paul to help in the church in Antioch. And so he went to Tarsus, searched out Paul and invited Paul to come back and to become a minister there at Antioch.

And he brought Paul to Jerusalem in order to sort of mend things with the apostles, to show them the truth of Paul"s faith. And he said,

I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I was preaching among the Gentiles, but I communicated it to them privately those that were reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain ( Galatians 2:2 ).

In other words, he didn"t really proclaim it openly to the church in Jerusalem because the church in Jerusalem was made up of a lot of former Pharisees and a lot of Jews who were still following the traditions of the law and who were still very observant in many aspects to the law. Jews who believed still that you could not be a Christian if you were a Gentile. Jews that still held to the fact that the only way you could be saved was by believing in Jesus Christ and then keeping the law of Moses and being circumcised. That was the basic mindset of the church in Jerusalem. And so Paul communicated in private to the apostles the gospel that he had been preaching, this gospel of grace.

But Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was not compelled to be circumcised ( Galatians 2:3 ):

They tried to encourage it and all but Paul withstood it. For their teaching was, Hey, you"ve got to be circumcised in order to be saved. And so Titus was not compelled as Paul withstood them.

That because of false brethren unawares who were brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for a minute; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you ( Galatians 2:4-5 ).

So Paul was standing for you Gentiles. Paul was standing up for the gospel that has been proclaimed to you. That you don"t have to become a Jew. That you don"t have to keep the law of Moses. All you have to do is "believe in Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved" ( Acts 16:31 ). Put your trust in Him and God will do His work in your life and transform you by the power of the Spirit and what you can"t do for yourself, God will do for you. Salvation is God"s gift through your faith in Jesus.

And so Paul had this conflict but he would not give in. He would not surrender to the pressures of the apostles there in Jerusalem, not for a moment.

But of these who seemed to be somewhat ( Galatians 2:6 ),

I like this. Paul"s a tough cookie. It"s interesting to me how that so quickly we can lose sight of the teaching of Jesus. Jesus said, "If any man would be chief among you, let him become the servant of all" ( Mark 10:44 ). And Jesus taught His disciples that the true ministry was one of servanthood. He took the towel. He washed their feet, taking the place of a servant among them. And He said, Now do you see what I"ve done? Go and do likewise. "Happy are you if you do these things." That is, if you"ll take the place of a servant. "If I, being your Lord, have served you, then you ought to serve one another" ( John 13:14-17 ).

But always in the church it seems that we develop some kind of a hierarchy. We develop this little circle of, of leadership where we begin to stand in awe of men. Oh, you know, look. And it is so easy to become a prey to this and think, Ho-ho-ho, I am something, you know. I am somebody. And you begin then to insulate yourself from people. And you soon lose contact with people and you soon lose contact with reality.

There is one servant of God that I highly admire. I think he"s been used of God perhaps in a greater measure than almost any man living today. And when I met him, I was totally taken back by the simple, beautiful attitude of this man. And that"s Billy Graham. He is the most unassuming person. All God has used him, you know, and people, oh, Billy Graham, you know, and I was that way. I would say, Oh, Billy Graham, you know and Billy Graham, you know and, and I was just, you know, just so in awe of him. And then he started talking with me and I became just totally wiped out with the beautiful openness and touchability of this man.

One of our fellows who is a flight attendant for Western Airlines had Billy on his plane the other day. And so he said to him, When you"re through with your duties why don"t you come back and sit and talk? And so he sat down and was talking with Billy for about an hour on the plane and Billy says, Well, give me your phone number. Next time I"m out in California I"ll give you a call. Maybe we can get together. With a flight attendant on Western Airlines! But that"s the kind of a man he is. It"s beautiful. No wonder God has used that man so mightily. No wonder God has been able to continue to use him through the years, because he has caught what it is to be a servant of God and not really placed himself in in this position of you know grandiose superiority over others.

Now as, here was this little, you know, little group in Jerusalem. They had set themselves up and you know, they"re establishing themselves and Paul says of them, "But of those who seem to be somewhat,"
(whatever they were, it makes no matter to me: for God doesn"t accept any man"s persons:) ( Galatians 2:6 )

Years ago when I was disenchanted with the particular denomination in which I was serving, I started looking around to other denominations. I was hoping to find the perfect denomination. I was going to corrupt it by joining it. And so I went before the bishops and before the presbyteries and before the leaders of other denominations because the thing that I didn"t like in the denominationalism was the establishment of the spiritual hierarchy which created a political back-scratching kind of a mode, you know, getting up the line and getting in the positions of power and then, you know, there you sit in your chair, your pompous attitude, and the whole thing. And I didn"t see that in true Christianity and I was, and I was looking for more of a fellowship where, Hey, you know, we all put our pants on one leg at a time, you know, no different from each other really. And so I went before many of these august bodies of leaders. You know, just their glasses and they sit there in their chairs and they, you know, scowl at you and, and, and gave you the whole, you know, they try to intimidate you. And that"s the whole game, intimidation.

They tried to intimidate Paul. Intimidate him into having Titus circumcised and you know, and having Paul backed down. "But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they are, it doesn"t matter to me: for God accepts no man"s person:)" God doesn"t stand in awe of these men. God is not intimidated by them. But "the nations are as dust in the balances" in his eyes, how much less man ( Isaiah 40:15 ).

Now that"s an interesting little scripture, "The nations are as dust in the balances." Many times a merchant, of course, the balances were, you know, you buy your goods, you buy them by the weights and so they had the shekel weights that they would place on the balances. They had the balanced scales. But a merchant would try to show you how honest he really was. So he would blow the dust off of the scales before he would put your merchandise on it in order that you"re not buying his dust. And it was a symbolic action to just show you, Hey, I"m the most honest guy around, you know. And so this dust in the balances is a picturesque thing, people could see the merchant blowing the dust off the balance before he put your merchandise on it so you"d know that you were getting a fair deal. "The nations are like dust in the balances." God can blow them away. How much less is man?

And so God doesn"t accept a man"s person. God isn"t intimidated by man.

for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference ( Galatians 2:6 )

you know, those who were taking the authority and speaking the words of power and all.

they added nothing to me ( Galatians 2:6 ):

I wasn"t moved by them.

But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, and the gospel of the circumcision was committed unto Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) And when James, Cephas, and John [or Peter and John], who seemed to be the pillars ( Galatians 2:7-9 ),

Ahh, oh Paul, I love you, man. "Who seemed to be the pillars,"
perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcision ( Galatians 2:9 ).

And this is great, this is a real problem that existed in the early church and this is how it was resolved. Recognizing that we each have our ministries but they are different. God has called you to the circumcision, great, go for it, Peter. God has called me to the Gentiles, great, I"ll go for it. We"re dealing with different kinds of people who need a different emphasis and message.

I do see the validity of denominations or at least the variety of churches. I do see the validity of the liturgical churches who are ministering to people who can relate to God best in a liturgical setting. I can see the purpose of emotional churches, the Pentecostal churches, for people who have to relate to God in a emotional, hyped sense. And I really rejoice that God is so gracious in reaching man at his different levels. And so God has reached me at my level. God has reached you at your level. And He seeks to reach every man at whatever level that man is.

If a man"s made up on an emotional base and a high pitch thing, God meets him on that level because God loves him. If a man is made up of very sedate, you know, solemn kind of a way, God meets that man at his level. So that we shouldn"t put down the liturgical churches nor should we put down the Pentecostal churches. But we should recognize that God is using each to meet men at both ends of the spectrum and also those who are in between in the spectrum because God loves all men and God is no respecter of man"s persons. He"ll meet each of us at our level.

The only problem comes when we say we have the only level or we have the best level. You know, ours is superior to theirs. God loves us more because we relate to God in a better way. No, it"s the best way for me to relate to God. But there is, for some people, they could not relate to God as I relate to God. And it"s interesting there are some that say, Hey, you"re too emotional; and there are others that say, You"re not emotional enough. Somewhere I figure I"m relating to God in the middle of the road "cause if they hit you from both sides, you know you got to be in the middle. They hit you from just one side, you"re on the end then, you know. But when they get you from both sides, you"re in the middle.

So Paul agreed to disagree. God"s called you, Peter, John, James, God"s called you guys to the Jews, great. But God has called me to the Gentiles. You can develop your legal relationships with God, we will develop our loving relationships with God through grace. Now Paul puts in his little barb here.

Only they would that we would remember the poor ( Galatians 2:10 );

In other words, they asked us for help. Now we"re going to minister to the Jews but we"re needing help so don"t forget the poor which, Paul said,

we"ve always been forward in doing ( Galatians 2:10 ).

That is, in helping the poor. Paul, you remember, many times took up offerings from the churches to give to the church in Jerusalem to help them in their poverty. So he"s sort of interesting.

But when Peter was come to Antioch ( Galatians 2:11 ),

That is, the place where Paul, that was Paul"s really home church in a sense. That"s where Paul the base from which Paul went. The base to which Paul returned. That was his home church. "When Peter was come to Antioch,"
I withstood him to the face, because he was at fault. For before certain of the brothers came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles: but when they came down, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that even Barnabas was carried away with their dissimulation. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, If you, being a Jew, were living after the manner of the Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why are you compelling the Gentiles to live as the Jews ( Galatians 2:11-14 )?

So Peter showed a vacillation here and of course, Peter was sort of famous for vacillation. He had come down to Antioch and he was eating with the Gentiles. Now the churches in those days had what they called the Agape feasts. It was sort of what we would call today a potluck. And usually once a week they would all get together for this Agape feast, everyone bringing a dish and then just sharing it all together and eating together. And then they would finish it with communion service. And it was called the love feast, the Agape feast in the early church. And it served a great purpose because many times the poor people, this was the only decent meal they got all week. Many of the Christians were slaves, undernourished. And this was the only decent meal they had.

So everybody sharing all of their food, all sitting together and eating together. And so Peter came down and he just sat with them and ate with them. But that"s a no-no to a good Jew. For in eating together, you were becoming one with them and thus they were becoming one with the Gentile. And from a Judaistic standpoint, from an Orthodox standpoint, that was bad. But Peter, seeing the love of Christ, realizing, Hey, they"re just brothers in the Lord, he just sat down with Gentiles and ate.

Now you remember earlier when Peter had his revelation on the housetop of Simon there in Joppa, and the sheep was let down and all kinds of unclean animals on it, the Lord said, Peter, rise, kill and eat. He said, Oh, not me, Lord, I"ve never eaten anything unclean. Jesus said, Don"t call that unclean which I have cleansed. It happened three times. And then the Lord said, Behold at the gate there are some men who have come, go with them. Don"t ask any questions.

And so Peter went down at the gate and here were three men from Caesarea and they said, Our master Cornelius, a Roman centurion, had a vision and in the vision the angel told him to send us down here and to find you and to bring you back up that you might explain to us the way of God in truth. And so Peter went with them and he came to the house of Cornelius in Caesarea.

Cornelius opened the door and said, O praise the Lord, Peter, come on in. And Peter said, Oh-oh, you know it"s not lawful for me to enter your house, the house of a Gentile. But he said, God told me don"t call that unclean which is cleansed. So I"ll come on in, you know. Isn"t that what you want to know? And so Cornelius said, Well, I was praying the other day in the afternoon about three o"clock and this angel stood here and told me to just call you and that you would tell us what we needed to know. So the ball"s in your court. What do we need to know?

And so Peter started sharing with these Gentiles and a group had gathered there at Cornelius" house, group of his friends had come to hear what Peter had to say and as Peter was talking to them, the Holy Spirit fell upon them and Peter was shocked. Now these people are Gentiles. They"re receiving gift of the Holy Spirit, what"s going on here? And he says, Now notice fellows, I didn"t do anything, you know. When we get back to Jerusalem you witness for me. I didn"t do it. And he didn"t want to take the responsibility and so he had the Jewish witnesses go back to Jerusalem and explain how that he wasn"t really responsible. It was something that God did because he didn"t want to get in trouble. Went into the house of the Gentiles to begin with.

Well, Peter, the Lord was beginning to break down some of these barriers. He came to Antioch, saw the beautiful fellowship, the love feast and joined in. But then certain brothers came down from Jerusalem, friends of James, and Peter knew that if they saw him eating with the Gentiles, he"d get reported on. Peter was eating with Gentiles, oh, no! you know, what"s happening now? And so Peter pulled away and the next love feast, he sat along with a little group of Jews. Division in the body.

And the other Jews who had been eating that the church had been sort of unified, just one in Christ and experience that glorious oneness, but now this division. Peter is a part of it and because it was Peter, other Jews seeing Peter dissemble, they also dissembled and even Barnabas who had been with Paul preaching to the Gentiles, he even got swayed by this and he also changed tables. And that is when Paul stepped in and he rebuked Peter to the face in front of all of them. Said, That"s not right, you came down and you began to live as a Gentile, being a Jew. And now, you"re trying to compel the Gentiles to live like Jews. And he rebuked him to the face. Now he goes on to say,

We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles ( Galatians 2:15 ),

Now that is, we don"t eat pork, we don"t eat rabbit, we don"t you know eat those foods that the law said were wrong, were sinful to eat, and we are not the sinners of the Gentiles.

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified ( Galatians 2:16 ).

So Paul said, Even we who have kept the law can only be justified through faith. By the works of the law, no one can be justified. Your obedience to the law of God would not save you. Let us say that you could keep the law of God. Written and traditional, oral. It would not save you. This is one of the problems of the Jewish people today. This is exactly what they are trusting in for their salvation, their own imperfect works of the law.

Yom Kippur is no longer a day of sacrifice for sins. It is a day of reflection for the Jew as he reflects upon his good works seeking to be justified by his works before God. But Paul said, "By the works of the law shall no flesh be justified." Justification comes through faith in Jesus Christ.

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves are also found to be sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor ( Galatians 2:17-18 ).

So Paul is talking here about his newfound faith and revelation that is justification, being accepted by God, was based upon his faith in Jesus Christ. And so he despaired of the works of the law seeking now that righteousness which is of faith through Christ. No longer following the traditions of the law. Eating if he so desired a ham sandwich. And he goes on to say, If I try to build again a relationship through the law, that which I destroyed when I came to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, then I would become a transgressor. For through the law,

For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God ( Galatians 2:19 ).

In other words, the law condemned me to death. And that"s all the law has done for anybody. It condemns them to death because no one has kept the law. And the Bible says, "If you keep the whole law, and yet you violate in one point, you"re guilty of all" ( James 2:10 ). Again the Bible says, "Cursed is the man who continueth not in the whole law to do all of the things that are written therein" ( Galatians 3:10 ). So if you"re trying to be justified by the law and you"ve missed in one point at one time, anytime in your life, you"re under the curse of the law which is death. So Paul said the law killed me and I"m dead to the law. But I am alive unto God.

For I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; but yet it is not I ( Galatians 2:20 ),

I"m living now a new life. My old life was predicated upon the works of the law. My old life was self-centered. My old life was filled with strife, envy, jealousy, factious spirit. No longer I. What a glorious day when our life is no longer I. No longer centered around self. But now a new center and that is Jesus Christ for my life. No longer I upon the throne. But now Jesus Christ enthroned in my heart. No longer seeking to please me, now seeking to please Jesus Christ.

The life that I now live I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me ( Galatians 2:20 ).

And so I am not the old man that I was. That man died. He was crucified with Christ. I have a new life. A new center for life. The old self-centered Chuck died, crucified with Christ. Now the God-centered Chuck lives. "Lives by the faith of Jesus Christ who loved me, and gave himself for me" that I might have this new Christ-centered life. That I might have this new relationship with God. That I might have spiritual life. Paul said,

I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness could come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain ( Galatians 2:21 ).

You remember when Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane the night before the crucifixion, Jesus knelt and prayed, "Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me" ( Matthew 26:39 ). What"s He talking about? If what is possible? If the redemption of man, if salvation for man is possible by any other means, by any other agency, by any other action, let this cup pass from me. If it"s possible that man could be redeemed by the law, then Jesus would not have died. God would have established the requirements and maybe one or two might have gotten in somewhere along the line if they had died soon enough.

The cross of Jesus Christ declares to all men for all times that there is only one way by which man can be redeemed and hope to see the kingdom of God. For had God been able to accomplish man"s salvation through any other series of works, through the establishing of certain rules and requirements and regulations and all, had God been able to redeem man by any other way, I am certain He would have answered the prayer of Jesus. "Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not what I will, Thy will be done" ( Matthew 26:39 ).

And the fact that Jesus went ahead and suffered at the hands of man and was crucified by man is the declaration of God to all of us that there is not a possibility for salvation through works, through the works of the law, through the efforts of man. And as Paul said, "I am not frustrating the grace of God: because if righteousness could come by the law, then Christ died in vain. His death was not necessary. But righteousness cannot come to you by the law.

Righteousness cannot come to you by keeping rules and regulations. I cannot give to you a standard for righteousness and saying, Now if you do this and do this and do this and do this, you will be righteous. Unfortunately, many churches have endeavored to do this. They have their standards of holiness and they tell the women what kind of apparel is righteous and what kind is unrighteous. They tell what kind of jewelry you can wear and what kind you can"t wear. They tell you how you can fix your hair the righteous way and the unrighteous way. Interesting they don"t say too much about men who"d dress extremely flashy as a general rule within their groupings. But they really have a lot to say to the women. Of course, the men cannot wear gold. And they are trying and they really believe that they are being more righteous.

They look upon me and they say, Oh, look at that, you see that he has a gold watch on, and a gold ring. Oh-ho-ho, my, shameful, that man"s, you know, how can he be a minister, how can he claim to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ? Wears a gold ring. Terrible. And they stand in judgment of me because I wear a gold ring.

Now if I take this ring off and I suddenly become righteous because I"ve taken my ring off and my watch off, now I"m standing here, I"m very righteous, you see. You ladies can become righteous by just washing your face. I mean, you know, according to their standards. If you wear make-up, that"s unrighteous. No make-up, that"s righteous.

And so they set out these standards and thus I say, He-hey, I don"t wear my gold ring anymore, I don"t wear my gold watch and I had the dentist pull out my gold teeth and I"m very righteous now. No, that doesn"t make me any more righteous nor does the wearing of it make me any less righteous.

Righteousness is not a thing of wearing gold or not wearing gold, of eating meat or not eating meat, of eating ham or not eating ham. Righteousness is something that God had imputed to my account through grace because of my faith in Jesus Christ. And God looks at me and He sees me in Christ. And He sees me in the righteousness of Christ and because He sees me only in Christ, and that is my standing before God, it is, I stand before God in Christ Jesus. So He really looks not at me but He looks at Christ Jesus and He says, Hmm, that Chuck is a righteous man. I"d say, Thanks, Jesus. I appreciate that. I love your grace, O Lord. For it is through the grace of God that I have been accounted righteous before God.

Now had I not been able to be accounted righteous and I was trying, believe me, and I was very self-righteous. I was very self-righteous because I had never been to a show in all of my life. I had never been to a, Well, I did go to one dance and that was terrible. I lived in guilt for years after that thing. Oh what a terrible. Problem was I enjoyed it and that was, oh, that was terrible. I was really guilty. But I never smoked. I had never taken a drink. And so I felt very, very righteous except for that one dance.

Now I still never smoke. I still never drank but that doesn"t make me righteous and I don"t look upon that. I"m not really smog and self-righteous over that. So what? That"s not what makes me righteous. God accounts me righteous because I believe in Jesus Christ. And that is the basis of my standing before God. That"s what Paul came to. He had tried the righteous act. He had tried the righteousness by the law. He had followed it as far as anybody could follow it. But when he came to the glorious knowledge of Jesus Christ, he gladly turned to the new righteousness which is of Christ through faith.

And so he now defends the Gentile believers in the face of all of the pressure from that leadership in Jerusalem and tells them, Stand fast in the liberty wherein Christ has set you free. Don"t let men entangle you again in the bondage of a legal relationship with God. Just enjoy your loving relationship with Him.

God loves me, that"s what counts. God has forgiven my sins because of my faith in Jesus Christ. That"s what counts. God accounts me righteous tonight because of my faith in Jesus Christ, not because of what I do or don"t do but because of my faith in Jesus Christ, God has accounted me righteous. The righteousness whereby I stand before God is complete. I can"t add anything to it. And my endeavor to add anything to it only takes away from it because it then has me looking back at myself instead of looking at Jesus. And each time I look at myself I get in trouble. When I keep my eyes on Jesus I do alright. Keep your eyes on Him. Enjoy the grace of God. And that righteous standing that God has given to you through faith.

Father, we thank You tonight for this glorious gospel that we have received, the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ. Thank You, Father, for revealing this to Paul and for Paul"s steadfast faithfulness in passing it on to us. That we, Lord, of the Gentiles might have this loving relationship with You, having been forgiven all of our sins, having been accounted righteous through our faith in Jesus. Bless us now, help us now. In Jesus" name we pray, Amen. "

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-29
Shall we turn now in our Bibles to Galatians chapter three. Background: Paul the apostle had been in the area of Galatia. Galatia was a general area like a county or a state. It was not a city. There were many churches established there. After Paul"s departure, other teachers came in declaring that the people could not be saved by a simple faith in Jesus Christ, but must also to that faith add the obedience to the law and the rituals of the law of circumcision. And many of the people in those churches that were brought to the gospel of Jesus Christ through Paul"s preaching were taken in by these other teachers that followed Paul, and so a division developed among the brethren there in that area.

These false teachers that had come in had spoken against Paul"s authority as an apostle. And they were actually advocating the necessity of proselytizing into Judaism in order to be saved. Keeping of the law and a righteousness which is predicated upon following or observing these particular rules. So, Paul at the end of chapter two said, "I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness could come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain" ( Galatians 2:21 ). Great powerful words, but very true words.

You see, if I could become righteous by keeping a set of rules, then Jesus would not have to die. The fact that Jesus did die declares that no man can be righteous by his own effort or by his own works. God has established a basis for righteousness, but it is not upon works; it"s not upon obedience to the law, but it is upon our faith in Jesus Christ. So Paul then opens chapter three,

O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? ( Galatians 3:1-3 )

So, Paul takes them back to the very beginning of their salvation, when they first believed in Jesus Christ, and through their faith in Jesus Christ were accounted righteous before God, before they had done any works at all, God accounted them righteous. Now someone has come along and said, "If you want to really be righteous, then you can"t be doing that. If you want to really be righteous, then you"ve got to be doing this." And they started establishing sort of rules for righteousness, which we are so often prone to do. Now, if you will read ten chapters of the Bible every day, and read a morning devotional, and spend a half hour in prayer, surely you will be much more righteous than the person who doesn"t do those things. You see, we"re prone to put on that kind of a addition to a person"s faith.

"By the works of the law, no flesh can be justified" in the eyes of God ( Galatians 2:16 ). If we could become righteous by obeying the law, any law, any set of rules, then Christ is dead in vain. And so the Galatians were taken in. They were bewitched by the teaching. It sounded so reasonable. But Paul then said, "Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?" Now it"s a rhetorical question, because the obvious answer is that they received the Spirit by faith. Now, this epistle to the Galatians is important, because there is, it seems, even to the present time, a great tendency to turn towards works as a basis of my relationship with God. And that"s always a dangerous basis for your relationship with God, because our works are not always approved, even by ourselves.

When I was a child growing up in a Pentecostal church, desiring rightfully that fullness of God"s Holy Spirit upon my life, I spent many a night in what they called tarrying meetings, as I was tarrying for what they called the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Now, in those churches where I grew up, there were oftentimes what they called testimony meetings. And quite often in the evening, "Anybody have a testimony tonight for the Lord?" And usually there was a certain portion of the meetings set aside for these personal testimonials, and people would get up and testify of God"s goodness and God"s grace and God"s blessings and of problems, many times and all.

But much of my theology was formed from these testimony meetings, and that"s why my theology was so mixed up. Because I heard people testify of their receiving of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and I was longing to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. And I would hear people say things like, "When I finally took out my cigarettes and laid them down and said, "God, I"ll never smoke again," then God baptized me with the Holy Spirit." Well, unfortunately, I didn"t smoke, or fortunately, so I couldn"t lay my cigarettes down.

And there was, though not perhaps declared, there was the subtle innuendo that the baptism of the Holy Spirit somehow came as a reward when you reached a certain degree of consecration or holiness. So that I was actually seeking to receive the Spirit by the works of the law, by keeping the rules, because I had to sign every year a pledge: I won"t go to shows, I won"t go to dances, I won"t smoke, I won"t drink, and these. And I would sign the pledge every year. And every year after I"d signed the pledge, I"d immediately try and receive the Holy Spirit "cause I just signed the pledge. "Lord, look, I"m going to be good." And I wrestled with this, because I could not understand why I tarried so many years and God never filled me with the Spirit.

When I finally received that empowering of the Spirit in my life was when, by faith, one day I just said, "Well, Lord, I"m going to receive it." And I had set aside my concept of my righteousness or my holiness because I didn"t smoke and drink. Because I had a real problem, because a friend of mine who did smoke received, and I didn"t think God was quite fair. I knew I was far more righteous than he was. And so, when I, by faith . . . and when I received that empowering of the Spirit, I did so by faith.

Paul"s question, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit by the hearing of faith, or by the works of the law?" The answer is obviously: you received the Holy Spirit by faith; it"s God"s gift. You can"t deserve it. You can"t be worthy of it. And that was the whole context behind the tarrying; it was a cleansing process where you"ll become worthy. My body worthy to be the temple of the Holy Spirit? Never, no way. I received the Spirit by the hearing of faith.

Now the next question: "Foolish Galatians, having begun in the Spirit." That"s where you start with...you started out in the Spirit, now are you going to be made perfect in your flesh? Are you going to improve upon God"s work in your life? And how many times we"re trying to improve on our righteousness by works, by obedience, by promising to God, making covenants with God. Promising, "Now, God, I promise this next week I am going to faithfully pray one hour everyday. I promise You, Lord, I"m going to. Now, Lord, on the basis of that promise, I want You to bless me. You know, because after all, I"m going to be so righteous by the end of the week having prayed an hour every day." And having begun in the Spirit, we so often are seeking to be made perfect in the flesh, by our fleshly efforts. Paul is rebuking the Galatians for this false concept.

Have ye suffered [he said] so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? ( Galatians 3:4-5 )

Again, this creates some problems many times, because there are those that are going around with what they call miracle ministries. And you know, they advertise, "Come and see miracles." And, "Miracles every Monday night," you know. As though God were limited to, you know, "Why, I came Sunday night." "No, no, no, this isn"t miracle night yet, come back tomorrow night for the miracles."

Now it has created a problem, because many of these miracle evangelists have deep personal problems. Yet they stand up before a great number of people, and there seems to be miracles wrought through their ministry. There was a fellow, A.A. Allen. He even opened Miracle Valley Ranch in Arizona. A.A. Allen was an alcoholic. He died of acute alcoholism in San Francisco. And yet, he"d get up before the people, and there were miracles that people would testify to as the result of his prayers and the result of his services. Now, you see, that seems totally inconsistent to us. A person to have that kind of power with God, surely you would think he lived a very dedicated, consecrated, holy, righteous life. That this was God"s attestation to the person"s holiness or righteousness. Not so.

Those that worked miracles do not do it on the basis of their righteousness, and this stumbles a lot of people when they get close to some of these persons that are going around in these miracle meetings, to see the inconsistency of their walk. Stumbles many people, because somehow, we think that this is related to holiness and to righteousness and to the obedience of a fine line of commitment to God.

You see, God does not reward us for our works, for our efforts, for our goodness. Whatever God gives to me, He gives to me on the basis of my believing in His grace. And these men have learned to believe in the grace of God. Not really looking at their own selves, weaknesses, failures or whatever, and they have learned how to inspire people to look to God through faith. And God honors the faith of the people who have come to receive from God.

Any work that God has done in my life comes to me by believing, faith in Jesus Christ and in the grace of God. Now, when you can really assimilate that truth, then you can start to expect God to bless you, though you know that you don"t deserve the blessings, because I"m not coming on what I deserve. If I got what I deserved, man, I"d be frying by now. He has not rewarded us according to our iniquities, but "as high as the heaven is above the earth, so high is God"s mercy towards them that fear Him" ( Psalms 103:11 ).

So I stand in the grace of God. I walk in the grace of God. Now, does that mean then that I can just go out, and you know, live any kind of an old lascivious life? No, no, no, no, no. The love of Christ constrains me to walk a life that is pleasing, and when I use that as the criteria for my activities, I find that I live a more strict life than when I try and use right and wrong as the basis for my particular activity. Is this right to do? Is this wrong to do? I so often hear that question. That should not be the consideration. The consideration should always be, "Is this pleasing to God if I do it?"
You see, a lot of people say, "Well, there"s nothing wrong with that." Ooo, but it doesn"t please God. So, as I am living to please God, yet I do not look at myself or my imperfections as the basis for my receiving from God. Or, if I happen to have a good day and have been especially benevolent and have done, you know, some extra good deeds, I don"t look to those as the basis of my receiving from God. I don"t say, "Well, God, did you see that? Did you observe? Lord, didn"t I handle that well? Now don"t you think, Lord, I deserve a little special credit for that one, you know? Can"t You do this for me? Because look what I just did for You." No, God does not reward me for good efforts, or even good performance. God blesses me because He loves me. And He loves for me to just trust in Him. And He loves it when I seek to please Him. But even that is not the basis for what God gives to me. The basis is God"s love and grace for me. He bestows upon me His blessings, His love, as I simply believe in Him to do it and trust Him to do it.

Now, if you are coming to God on the basis of your righteousness, then you"re going to be cut short of what God wants to do in your life. You"re going to be robbing yourself of many rich blessings that God wants to bestow. But if you come always on the basis of God"s love and grace for you, then you"ll never be cut short. As I am believing and trusting God to bless my life, even though I know I do not deserve it.

As Jacob said, "Lord, I am not worthy the least of thy mercies" ( Genesis 32:10 ). It isn"t my worthiness that counts. Jacob was a scoundrel, and yet God blessed him abundantly, and he knew it. He was a deceiver. He was a conniver. He was a manipulator. And when he looked at God"s blessings, "O Lord, I"m not worthy the least of Your mercies, yet you have blessed me."

So, he now enters into this principle coming back to Abraham.

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness ( Galatians 3:6 ).

What? His believing God. Now, it is true that his belief in God was manifested by his obedience to God. It isn"t just saying, "Well, I believe in the Lord. I believe in Jesus." It"s more than just a verbal assent to the truth. If I indeed believe, my belief will be demonstrated by my actions. If I stood here tonight before you and said, "Friends, I believe there"s going to be a violent earthquake in ten minutes that"s going to level this building. God"s revealed to me that the San Andreas fault line is about ready to, you know, to let go. In fact, in just now, it"s actually only nine minutes and forty seconds. This thing is just going to be flattened." And I just went on talking and all, you can say, "He really doesn"t believe that." Why? Because my actions are not consistent with what I am saying. You see, if I really believed that, I"d say, "Hey, let"s get out of here. You know, get out there under the trees or get out there in the yard, because, you know, these buildings are going to be flat. And go get your kids, get them out of the buildings quick! You know, and let"s get moving."

Now, if a person just says, "Hey, I believe in Jesus. Yeah, I believe." And yet their actions are not in conformity with what they are declaring, then there is a great reason to doubt whether or not they sincerely or really believe it. If I sincerely really believe something, then my actions are going to be conformed with and confirming that which I believe.

So, Abraham"s actions confirmed what he believed. His actions were on the basis on what he believed. Abraham believed God, and it was the belief that God accounted for righteousness, not the actions, but the belief that prompted the actions. As James said, "Faith without works is dead" ( James 2:26 ). "You say you believe? Well, you show me your works and I"ll show you your faith." In other words, James is pointing out that just verbal assent to truth is not enough. It has to be demonstrated by your action if it is a true faith, if it is a true belief. But God doesn"t look to the actions, but He looks to the faith which prompts the actions. With Abraham, it was Abraham"s faith that God accounted for righteousness.

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham ( Galatians 3:7 ).

So, Abraham was the father, not of a physical race, but of a spiritual race. The promises to Abraham were not to the physical seed, but to the spiritual seed. So that Paul will soon point out that we as children of Abraham, who is the father of those that believe, and by your believing, you then become a child of Abraham through faith. And thus, the covenant that God made with Abraham become God"s covenant with you, as you become a child of Abraham, the father of those who believe. So, you may be a physical descendant of Abraham, but if you don"t believe, you"re not really a descendant of Abraham in that spiritual sense.

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen [or the Gentiles] through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham ( Galatians 3:8-9 ).

The promise of God to Abraham, foreseeing that the Gentiles were going to be justified through faith, promised him this blessing of which you become partaker.

Now, those who were ready to go back to the law, those that were ready to look to the law as the basis for a righteous standing before God, Paul said, "Don"t you realize that,"
For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them ( Galatians 3:10 ).

Heavy duty. You want to be made righteous before God by your keeping the law? Then you"ve got to keep the whole law all the time, and if you ever violate it once in any area, you"ve had it. You"re under the curse. For "cursed is the man that continueth not in the whole law to do all of the things that are written therein."
James said that "if we keep the whole law, and yet violate in one point, we are guilty of all" ( James 2:10 ). Now, it doesn"t make any difference which point you violated, if you violate any point of the law, you"re guilty of the whole. If you want to be righteous before God by your works, then you"ve got to be perfect. And if you"re not perfect, you better listen then to the gospel of grace through faith, because you need it. So this is for imperfect people. The rest of you can go home at that point.

But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for [the Bible says], The just shall live by faith ( Galatians 3:11 ).

This scripture was given to God to the troubled prophet Habakkuk who was complaining to God at a time of national declension. The nation was going downhill fast. All kinds of corruption in government. And Habakkuk saw the corruption that was there. He has insight into the problem and he said, "God, please do me a favor. Don"t let me see anything else; I can"t take it. The whole system is going down the tubes and you"re not doing a thing about it." God said, "Habakkuk, I am doing a work, and if I told you what I was doing, you wouldn"t believe me." So Habakkuk said, "Well, try me." And God said, "I am preparing Babylon, and I am going to bring Babylon as my instrument to judge these people for their iniquity." "Wait a minute, Lord, that isn"t fair. We"re bad, yes, but hey, they"re horrible. They"re much worse than we. Why would you use a nation that is even more evil to punish us?" God said, "I told you you wouldn"t believe it." So Habakkuk said, "Well, Lord, I don"t know what to do. I"m just going to go sit in the tower, and I"m just going to wait on You and see what You"re going to do."

So, he went into the tower to just sit there and wait on God. And while he was sitting there, the word of the Lord came to Habakkuk the prophet saying, "Habakkuk, the just shall live by faith. Believe me. Just trust in me. Things are going to get tough, Habakkuk. The nation"s going to go into captivity, you know, but believe Me, trust in Me, the just shall live by faith."
So, Paul here again quotes this fantastic statement of God: the just, or those that are justified will be justified by faith. That is why the law cannot justify you. It cannot make you righteous.

And the law is not of faith ( Galatians 3:12 ):

The law is of works. The law says,

but, The man that doeth them shall live in them ( Galatians 3:12 ).

But the law places the emphasis upon the doing, the obedience, where faith places the emphasis upon trusting in God. So then, as many as are under the law are under the curse of the law, unless they keep the entire law. But,

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree ( Galatians 3:13 ):

So Jesus, hanging upon the tree, upon the cross, became a curse for us that He might redeem us from the curse of the law. Again, here we have a glorious insight into God"s grace towards us in Christ. For "though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might know the riches of God" ( 2 Corinthians 8:9 ). I mean, that"s quite a deal. Here He was so rich, yet for your sake He emptied Himself. He became poor, that through His poverty you might know the riches of God"s love and grace.

"For God made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin" ( 2 Corinthians 5:21 ). Many times when we go down to baptize in the ocean, the water is rather cold. And when people are immersed in that cold water, sometimes it sort of takes their breath away. And as they come up, you can see them sort of gasping because of the coldness, you know, just haah, you know, trying to catch composure again. It"s a shock when your body is warm to suddenly be immersed in cold water. It"s a shock to your body.

I wonder what kind of a shock it must have been to Jesus who was so pure, so totally pure, to all of a sudden have dumped on Him the sins of the world. Every rotten, evil thing that has ever been committed by man. Every perverted thing ever committed by man dumped on Him. What a shock that must have been. But yet, "God made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God through Him" ( 2 Corinthians 5:21 ). So, He redeemed us from the curse of the law, because He became a curse for us through hanging there on the cross.

That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith ( Galatians 3:14 ).

So Jesus came to redeem, taking our curse. But again, that"s negative. Positive: that you might receive the blessings that God promised to Abraham, the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but man"s covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man [can] disannulleth [it], or addeth thereto [to it] ( Galatians 3:15 ).

Now, God made the covenant with Abraham, a blessing. "In blessing I will bless thee" ( Genesis 22:17 ). God made the promise of His blessing upon Abraham"s children. You are the children of Abraham through faith, for he is the father of those that believe. And so, God"s promises to you are, "In blessing I will bless you and multiply you." God"s promised His blessing upon you through faith. Jesus opened the door that you might receive these blessings that God promised upon Abraham. And by your faith in Jesus Christ, you enter into this covenant.

Now, a covenant, though God made it with man, once God confirmed that covenant, no man can take away from that covenant or no man can add to that covenant. And so,

Now to Abraham and to his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ ( Galatians 3:16 ).

And so when God said, "And through thy seed all of the nations of the earth will be blessed," He wasn"t saying that the world is going to be blessed through the Jewish nation. He was saying the world would be blessed through Jesus Christ. Thy seed, singular. It was a reference to Jesus Christ and the work of redemption that He would accomplish for man, through which the blessings of God might come upon all the nations of the world. And the Jews so often misinterpret that promise to Abraham thinking that they are to be the benefactors of the blessings to the world. Not so. It is through the seed, singular, Jesus Christ, that these blessings were to come to the Gentiles and to all the world.

And this I say ( Galatians 3:17 ),

Remember, if God has made a covenant, no one can add to it or take away from it. "And this I say,"
that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect ( Galatians 3:17 ).

So, the law came along and pronounced upon man a curse. "Cursed is everyone that continues not in the whole law to do all that is written therein." The law came along and condemned man to death. But God has promised the blessing. And "in blessing I will bless thee." And His blessing upon Abraham"s seed, those who would believe. That is, upon his descendants, or those that would follow him in faith. So the law cannot really take away those blessings that God has promised to you, or your failure and obedience to the law cannot destroy or disannul the covenant that God made to bless you.

Now God help us to see this, because it"s going to cause your life to become so rich and filled with God"s blessing you won"t be able to handle it. My life has become so blessed of God, having been brought by the Spirit to the understanding of the basis of God"s blessings upon me are all in God, in His grace, in His love for me, and are not dependent upon my works. But they are just predicated upon: God has made a covenant to bless me. God confirmed that covenant, and the law cannot disannul it. My failure cannot disannul it. As I believe in Jesus Christ, I become a son of Abraham through faith, and thus, this covenant that God made with Abraham"s children becomes God"s covenant with me, and God"s covenant was that of total blessings.

Now, the law can"t take that away from me. Though the law was added four hundred and thirty years later, once the covenant is confirmed, it cannot be added to or disannulled. It cannot disannul God"s covenant of blessing with me because I have failed to keep that law.

Wherefore then serveth the law? ( Galatians 3:19 )

And, of course, it"s the opposite. Then why did God give the law? If the inheritance is of the law, it is no more of promise. But God gave it to Abraham by promise. Then why did God give the law?

It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator ( Galatians 3:19 ).

So, the law served because of man"s transgressions, to show man his guilt and his need of a Savior.

Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one ( Galatians 3:20 ).

It takes two to have a mediation. Takes two to tango. Two to have a fight. Takes two to have a mediation. Then, so Christ is become the mediator between God and man.

Is the law then against the promises of God? [No] God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith ( Galatians 3:21-23 )

"But before faith came," rather. Before Jesus Christ came, the relationship to God had to be by the law. That"s how man related to God. He had to bring the sacrifice; he had to make the covering for his sin. But once Jesus came, we no longer needed the law.

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ ( Galatians 3:24 ),

Or unto the time of the coming of Christ. 

that we might be justified by faith ( Galatians 3:24 ).

The law can only show me how far I have failed to be what God would require me to be. It"s the schoolmaster. Man was once under the law unto the time of Christ.

But after that faith is come [Jesus Christ came], we are no longer under a schoolmaster ( Galatians 3:25 ).

Paul said Christ is the end of the law to those that believe. That is, the law as the basis for my relationship with God. My relationship with God is no longer based upon my keeping the law. My relationship with God is now based upon my faith in Jesus Christ.

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ"s, then are ye Abraham"s seed, and heirs according to the promise ( Galatians 3:26-29 ).

And so, Jesus has become the common denominator among men. So that we all relate to God on an equal basis through Jesus Christ. I have just as ready an access to God through Jesus Christ as does Billy Graham or the Pope or anybody else, because they have to come the same way. I have to come through Jesus Christ and through faith in Jesus Christ. In fact, sometimes I think I have more access, because I know I have to come through faith, and some of those good people might think that they can come on their own sometimes. But I know I can"t.

So you, as a child of God through faith in Jesus Christ, have access to God, and it doesn"t make any difference what your background is. For as far as our being in Christ, "there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female." There is no male superiority. God doesn"t listen to men more readily than women. Or, on the other hand, He doesn"t listen to women more readily than men. We are all brought to one common denominator in Jesus Christ and we"re all one in Him. "

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-31
Now I say, That an heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father ( Galatians 4:1-2 ).

So, Paul now gives us an illustration of a... Here"s a little child. He is born in the Rockefeller family. One day he"s going to be heir to the Rockefeller fortunes. But as long as he is in kindergarten, he can"t go out and sign checks for a million dollars. Though one day it"ll all be his, right now he"s a child. He"s under the tutors; he"s under the trainers, the governors who are teaching him those things that he needs to know to manage the fortune when once it becomes his. Now he"s the heir of all things, but he can"t really spend it yet until he comes to that appointed time of maturity and all when he"s been prepared by the tutors and the teachers to then handle properly this whole vast fortune.

You"re an heir of God. Now, as long as we are in a state of development and maturing process, though I am the heir of all of God, I am waiting for the time appointed of the Father when I enter into that inheritance. In the meantime, I"m being trained how to handle it. Relationships.

Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art [you are] no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir, an heir of God through Christ ( Galatians 4:3-7 ).

So, the law was more or less a tutor, a governor. But now in the fullness of time, Jesus came, born of Mary. He came under the Jewish law, grew up in a Jewish home, followed the Jewish law. Only, did follow it perfectly. In order that He might redeem those who were under the law. Now, this idea of being under the law is being under the sentence of the law. You see, when you violate the law, then you come under the law. That is, you have . . . the law has made a demand upon you. That demand must be fulfilled for you to be free.

If you go speeding down Fairview Avenue eighty miles an hour, and the policeman pulls you over, writes you up, you have to go over to Harbor Municipal Court, and they will say, "Your fine is a hundred and fifty dollars." You say, "Well, I would like to see the judge, all right?" And they"ll give you your day in court. And the judge will say, "You"re charged here with going eighty miles an hour in a fifty mile an hour zone. Are you . . . how do you plead, guilty or not guilty?" "Well, Judge, I..." "How do you plead, guilty or not guilty?" "But I . . . there was . . . " "How do you plead, guilty or not guilty? Did you go eighty miles?" "Yes, but . . . " "Hundred dollars." "But Judge." "You want a trial by court or jury?" "Well, I"ll take a trial by court." "Well, you"re guilty. Hundred dollars."

They"re not really interested in the extenuating circumstances. They"re only interested in guilt or not guilt. And the sentence is imposed. Now you say, "But Judge, I don"t have a hundred dollars." "All right, five days in jail." Now, that"s the demand of the law upon you. You"re under the law. So the bailiff comes in, he puts the handcuffs on you and takes you off to jail for the next five days. You"re under the law. And until you have sat there for five days, the law has the hold over you. Once you have sat there for five days, then you"re no longer under the law. Its demands have been fulfilled and you are now set free.

Now, being under the law of Moses is a little more serious, because the penalty there is death. And so, I"m under the sentence of death by the law of Moses. I"m under this law, under this sentence of death, and I cannot be set free until the law has been fulfilled. And so men, up unto the time of Christ, were under the law, under the sentence of the law, under the curse of the law. But in the fullness of time, God sent His Son, born of a woman, under the law, that we who were under the law might receive this glorious adoption of sons.

Now I am a son of God, but not in the same manner as Jesus is a Son of God. Beware of any teaching that would put you on an equal par with Jesus Christ. There are some very dangerous teaching by some of the popular Pentecostal evangelists in which in their books they finally come to the conclusion. Of course, they have books on the authority of the believer and things of this nature, and in some of their books they"ll finally write, "So that I am Christ. Thus, I can make demands upon God, because I am Christ." That is extremely pernicious heresy.

I am not a son of God as Jesus is a Son of God. He was the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. God sent His only begotten Son. There"s only one begotten Son of God, that is Jesus Christ. I am a son of God, yes. I"m an adopted son of God; God has adopted me into His family. Now I"ll take that. I love that. It"s great to be a son of God even if by adoption. I was born by the Spirit, born again into the family of God, but yet, it was by adoption that God chose me. Jesus is the only begotten Son of God, so that He came to redeem those that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, which is the Hebrew word for daddy. That beautiful, close, intimate relationship that God wants you to experience with Him, to look to Him as your Daddy, as your Father.

Jesus said, "And when you pray, say, "Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name"" ( Matthew 6:9 ). That beautiful, close relationship with God. "Wherefore you are no more a servant, but a son." As a child under the law, you didn"t differ at all from the servants. You couldn"t really have the inheritance. The inheritance comes through Jesus Christ. It does not come through the law. The law was the tutor unto the time of Christ. Once Christ is come, the promise fulfilled. Now, by faith we are redeemed from the law that we might be adopted as sons of God, and as the sons of God, now become the heirs of the promises of God and of the covenant that God made with Abraham. "If a son, then an heir of God through Christ."

Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods. But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? ( Galatians 4:8-9 )

Now, there are people who really know not God, and yet, they do all kinds of ritualistic things. They"ll put on grotesque masks, and they"ll paint their bodies, and they"ll go through a dance. And they will wave swords and they will go through all kinds of of gyrations, physical gyrations, and they will assure you that by doing these things they are going to bring rain. For they have just, you know, gone through the rain dance thing, and now the gods are going to send rain as the result of these incantations and machinations that they have gone through. Wearing their various colored robes or loincloths, or whatever the case may be, because you find in different cultures all different kinds of of get-ups and dresses for these men who are doing these things as service unto God to bring the favor of God upon the people.

Now, in the church, we have men who put on robes of different colors and high hats, and wave scepters over the people, shake water on them, and declare that by these things they can bring God"s blessings upon your life. That"s exactly what Paul is talking about. When you were still heathen, when you were still pagans, "you did service unto them which by nature are not really gods." You were doing your pagan exercises, your pagan rituals. "But now, after you have known God, or rather are known of God, how is it that you"re turning back to this ritualistic relationship, to the weak and the beggarly elements, whereunto they desire again to be in bondage?"

Most of the practices of holy days and so forth that we have in the church come from heathen, pagan practices. So,

Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years ( Galatians 4:10 ).

You have your Lent season. You have your All Saints day. Going back to the weak and the beggarly elements of the past, rather than going forward into this new relationship with God through faith. I imagine a lot of radios have just been turned off, but that"s the truth. Paul said,

I am afraid of you [or I am fearful], lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain. Brethren, I beseech [beg] you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all ( Galatians 4:11-12 ).

"Now, don"t be offended with me," Paul is saying. "I"m not offended with you. Be as I am. I"m not angry, I"m not offended; I love you. But I"ve got to tell you the truth, and sometimes the truth is painful. So don"t be upset with me. Be as I am, for I"m really not upset with you. You"ve not really injured me. So be as I am, don"t be injured by me or feel injury towards me." For Paul said,

Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh [or the weakness of the flesh] I preached the gospel unto you at the first. And my temptation [or trial] which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected [me]; but [you] received me as an angel of God, [you received me] even as Christ Jesus ( Galatians 4:13-14 ).

When I came to you, I was weak. I was sick. I had a real problem physically. But yet you openly accepted and received me like an angel of God or even as Jesus Christ Himself.

Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? ( Galatians 4:15 )

When they first received the gospel through Paul, oh how happy they were. How joyful, as their lives were transformed by the power of the Spirit. Now these men have come in and brought in these perverse teachings, brought them into a ritualistic relationship. Gone, have gone back to some of the weak and the beggarly elements. Tried to put them under regimen and a routine and a ritual relationship with God, rather than a living relationship with God. Paul said,

for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them to me ( Galatians 4:15 ).

So, this is no doubt a hint towards what Paul"s weakness in his flesh was: an eye problem. Now in those days, they had some oriental diseases affecting the eyes, causing a constant kind of a pink eye condition, the running sort of conjunctivitis of which they had no cure. And so, it would affect the eyesight. It was repulsive to look at, and some believe that this is what Paul had. And yet, Paul says, you know, "You received me; you love me so much that some of you would have been glad to give your eyes, given your eyes to me."
Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? ( Galatians 4:16 )

You know, some people make it hard to really be honest and truthful with them, because of the way they react. Some people rebel against the truth. Some people don"t want to hear the truth. "I"m comfortable the way I am. Don"t bother me with facts, my mind is made up. Now I don"t want the truth. Tell me how well I am. Tell me how good I am. Tell me how nice I am. Don"t tell me the truth. I don"t want to hear the truth." And so, there are those that are bound within a certain system in relating to God. "This is the way my father did it. This is the way my grandparents did it. Don"t bother me with the truth. I"m happy here. I"m satisfied here. I don"t have to do much. Just sit and watch." And people are disturbed by the truth. Paul said, "Have I become your enemy because I"ve told you the truth?" Now,

They zealously affect you ( Galatians 4:17 ),

And many of these persons are extremely zealous in their presentation.

but not well [it is not good]; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect them. But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present with you ( Galatians 4:17-18 ).

So, these guys are there. They zealously affect you, but actually they would exclude you from God for that, that you might affect them. That you might support them and all. So Paul said,

My little children [term of great endearment], of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you ( Galatians 4:19 ),

So, Paul"s response is travailing prayer. "Oh, my little children, for whom I travail in birth "til Christ be formed in you."
I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you ( Galatians 4:20 ).

Now, writing is, many times, difficult because you don"t hear the tonal inflections. And many times, it"s the way something was said that causes you to interpret what is being said. And this is the unfortunate part of the scripture, because I think that many times we misinterpret the scriptures, because we read into it a tonal inflection, which may not necessarily be there.

For instance, when God came to Adam in the Garden of Eden after Adam had disobeyed, and God said, "Adam, where art thou?" What was the tone of voice? And I"m certain that many times we think it was the tone of voice of an arresting officer ready to haul you off to jail. "Adam, where art thou?" Yeah, you know. But I really believe that that was, if you heard the tone of voice, the sob of a heartbroken father whose child had just messed up. "Adam, where art thou? Oh, Adam, what have you done?" And I don"t hear judgment and thunder ringing in the voice of God; I hear heartbreak in the voice of God.

So many times, I think we imagine God thundering on us in heavy judgment, when in reality, His heart is broken over our failure, and His desire is to restore us. "My little children, for whom I travail until Christ be formed in you. Oh, how I wish I were there to change my tone of voice so you can hear my tone of voice, because I really stand now in doubt of you."
Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law ( Galatians 4:21 ),

Do you really understand what you"re doing? You that want a legal relationship to God, do you really understand what this entails? Do you really know what this means?

For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one [was] by a bondmaid, the other [was] by the free woman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the free woman was by promise of God. Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants [that God has made]; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar [that is, the flesh]. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is ( Galatians 4:22-25 ),

That is, all of the temple, and the law, and all of the ritual in the relationship to God through the law and through the temple, the Jerusalem which now is,

and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem [the spiritual Jerusalem] which is [from] above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath a husband ( Galatians 4:25-27 ).

Now, this is quoting from Isaiah 54:1-17 , and it is a scripture that relates to Israel when God restores upon Israel the national favor and blessing again. And as they then look back, they will see that God has brought forth many more children from the Gentile nations than from Israel. The weeping, the chagrin that will come to them when they realize that they have rejected God"s Messiah. And they see how that from among the Gentiles, God has brought forth these millions to believe. And so, the barren has brought forth more children than she which had a husband, the nation of Israel. And so, those that are of the promise. Those that are of the Spirit contrasted to those that are of the flesh.

Paul uses the allegory of the line of the flesh, Hagar. That was a fleshly expediency by Sarah and Abraham in attempting to help God out. And when Ishmael was about thirteen years old, Abraham was sitting in the tent, and God said, "Abraham, I"m going to give you a son." And Abraham said, "Lord, let Ishmael live before You forever." In other words, "Don"t put me on anymore, God, I"m satisfied. I"ve got Ishmael, you know, given up with Sarah. Let Ishmael." And God said, "No, through Sarah shall thy seed be called." The son of promise. One was the son of the flesh; the other was a son of promise. The two covenants. The law relates to the flesh, but the covenant of promise, that is, of Jesus Christ, relates to the Spirit.

And thus, in our relating to God, we must either relate to God through the law or through the Spirit. Through the works of the law or through the Spirit. But "by the works of the law it is evident no one can be justified" ( Galatians 2:16 ). So, that leaves us, really: a true relationship with God can only be wrought by the Spirit and your faith in Jesus Christ.

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise ( Galatians 4:28 ).

I"ve been adopted as a son of man, redeemed by Jesus Christ, and I have become the children of promise.

But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now ( Galatians 4:29 ).

And so, Ishmael was vexing Isaac in time to come. Making fun of him, mocking this little kid. And so, Sarah was upset at the way Ishmael was treating Isaac. And Sarah said, "Get rid of that bondwoman; I can"t take it anymore." And Abraham was hurt over this, because he loved Ishmael; he was his son. But the Lord spoke to Abraham and said, "Listen to your wife Sarah." And so, Abraham put out the bondwoman and her son.

Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free ( Galatians 4:30-31 ).

The bondwoman referring to the law, to Mount Sinai, could not bring man into the blessings of God. All it could bring man was the curse. It is interesting, you remember when the children of Israel came into the Promised Land under Joshua, and they came to the area of Shechem. Representatives of six tribes were to be on Mount Gerizim and representatives of six tribes were to be upon Mount Ebal. Now, those that were on Mount Ebal, the mount of blessing, didn"t say anything, because the law could not bring a blessing. But those that were upon Mount Gerizim, twelve times said, "Cursed be the man." And they would call this down, and it would echo down into the valley of Shechem where all of the people were. Because the law could only bring a curse, it could not bring redemption; it could not bring a man into the blessings of God. It is the Spirit through Jesus Christ that brings you into the blessing of God.

We are not the children of the bondwoman. We don"t relate to God through the law. We do not relate to God through our works or through our righteousness. But we relate to God through the promises of God given to us, which we, by faith, believe and accept, and enter in and receive then the blessings of God. Something the law could not do is bring me into the blessings of God, but my faith in Jesus Christ causes me to abound in the blessings of God.

This teaching of Paul to Galatians is important because we all seem to hold onto a concept of reward for good, punishment for bad. And that"s life. That"s the way we grew up. That"s the way we were trained. The enforcement of good behavior by reward, the punishment of bad behavior. That"s all I"ve known all my life. But that is not how I relate to God. And it"s important that when I seek to relate to God, that I dismiss this concept by which I was trained. And that I relate to God through faith, believing the promises of God that He loves me and wants to bless me. And believing God to bless me even though I know that I have failed. I know I don"t deserve it. I know I"m not worthy. I know my works don"t measure up to it. But to receive by grace the blessings of God through the promises. I"m a child of the free woman, a child of promise. And since discovering that, I have never ceased to receive the blessings of God in an ever-increasing measure.

This past week I met a young man who was here at Calvary Chapel when we first started. Through some tragic experiences, turned away from God, was bitter against God, and for years would have nothing to do with Jesus Christ or with God. He was bitter. I had a funeral this past week for his grandmother. He was there. He came up and put his arm around me, hugged me, told me how glad he was to see me, and how he had recommitted his life completely to Jesus Christ. He said, "You know what it was?" He said, "God just kept blessing me." He said, "Every way I turned, I was blessed of God. He just kept blessing me so much I couldn"t handle it. I finally just said, "God, I give up, I can"t handle it. Your blessings are so marvelous!""

He said, "I kept waiting for the ax to fall. I kept waiting for God to really, you know, wipe me out." But he said, "He never did. He just kept blessing me and I couldn"t handle the goodness of God. So, I just dedicated my life to Him again." I said, "The scripture says, "Don"t you realize it"s the goodness of God that brings a man to repentance?"" Oh, God is good. We"re children of the promise. And God wants to bless you. Why don"t you let Him? Just believe Him to bless you. Trust Him to bless you.

Father, we thank You for this relationship that we have with You through faith in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this new covenant, the covenant of promise based upon Your work that You have promised to do. And because, Lord, it"s based upon Your work, it is sure. For Your work is sure. Lord, bless Your people tonight. May they go from here, Lord, blessed in every direction, as you pour forth upon them Your love, Your blessings, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

You know, I wouldn"t dare to say these things unless the scripture did. Because it"s not really, you know, according to my conceptual thinking. This isn"t the way I respond. I respond, you know, in the old ways to people. You"re nice to me; I"ll be nice to you. Good to me; I"ll be good to you. Get nasty with me; I"ll get nasty with you. It"s hard to handle God and the grace of God. His goodness to me, though I have failed, though I don"t deserve it. But because the scripture teaches it, I dare not depart. I dare not declare anything else.

I must declare to you what God has declared to be true of your relationship with Him and of His desired relationship with you. He doesn"t want a legal relationship; He wants a loving relationship. He wants you to love Him and to know how much He loves you. And He wants you to come to Him on that basis of love, His love for you. And when you learn to come to that loving relationship with God, your life would be blessed, so blessed, because you"re not now limiting the blessings to your works of righteousness. You"re not keeping back the blessings because of your lack of works of righteousness. But you"re being blessed on the basis of God"s promise and God"s work for you in Jesus Christ, which never ceases.

Father, let this be the turning point of our lives tonight. Impress Your truth upon our hearts in Jesus" name. God bless you. "

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-26
Shall we turn now to Galatians chapter five. The whole concept is: how do I establish a righteous standing before God? Can I be righteous by keeping the law? Or am I righteous by my simple faith in Jesus Christ? Now, Paul taught righteousness through faith. There followed Paul teachers, Judaizers who brought another gospel, which was not really a gospel. For they were saying that was it was necessary to be circumcised and to keep the law of Moses in order to be righteous before God, to be saved. And so Paul is standing against this teaching in his letter to the Galatians, and in chapter five, he said,

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage ( Galatians 5:1 ).

Now, in the fifteenth chapter of the book of Acts, when this same issue had arisen in the church in Antioch, when certain of the brethren came down from Jerusalem and were hassling the Gentile saints in Antioch and said, "You can"t be saved unless you are circumcised and keep the law of Moses," Paul and Barnabas and others from Antioch took these brothers right back to Jerusalem, because they came unto the pretense of, "We have the authority of the Jerusalem church to declare these things." So, they went right up to settle the issue, and the church had one of the first church councils gathered to settle a dispute, a problem within the church.

And in the fifteenth chapter of Acts, we read how that Peter stood up and told the brethren how that the Lord had called him to go to the Gentiles to the house of Cornelius. And how the Holy Spirit had come upon those of the house of Cornelius who had known nothing really of obedience to the law. And Peter said, "I suggest that we not place a yoke of bondage on them which neither we, nor our fathers were able to bear" ( Acts 15:10 ). So, Peter uses this same phrase to describe the law as a yoke of bondage. He said, "We haven"t been able to keep the law, why should we put them under it?" And so, Paul is picking up, now, the same phrase. No doubt he heard Peter use it there in Acts 15:1-41 , and he said, "Stand fast in the liberty wherein Christ has set you free."

Now, let us not believe or think that this liberty that we have is the liberty to do anything we might want to do in the flesh. That is not the liberty that we have as Christians. The liberty that we have is not to do the things of the flesh. Thank God Jesus Christ has set me free from my bondage to my flesh. I once was in horrible bondage to my flesh. But now I have liberty in Christ Jesus, for I don"t have to follow after the flesh anymore. So "stand fast in that liberty wherein Christ has made you free." He has set you free from the power of the flesh. Don"t be entangled again with rules, regulations, a yoke of bondage.

Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing ( Galatians 5:2 ).

That is, if you are circumcised ritually for the purpose of having a righteous standing before God. If that is the purpose, you"re thinking that it"s going to make you righteous before God, you think it"s going to make you acceptable before God, Paul said, "Christ will profit you nothing," if that"s your mental attitude towards your circumcision.

For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law ( Galatians 5:3 ).

In other words, if you"re going to take this as an act of righteousness to make you righteous before God, as being a part of the law, then it will be necessary for you to keep the entire law in order to be righteous before God. For if a man "keeps the whole law, yet he offends in one point, he is guilty of all" ( James 2:10 ). So "cursed is the man that continues not in the whole law to do that which is written therein" ( Galatians 3:10 ).

Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you who are justified [or seeking to be justified] by the law; ye are fallen from grace ( Galatians 5:4 ).

Very powerful words for those who would seek justification through the law, through rules, through keeping rules, through keeping ordinances. If you"re looking to that as a righteous standing before God, then you are not experiencing the grace of God in your life. Now, the whole idea is to be righteous before God in order that I might have fellowship with God. "What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?" ( 2 Corinthians 6:14 ) How can I really fellowship with God if I"m unrighteous? So I must be righteous in order to have fellowship with God.

Now, there are two ways that I can be righteous. I can say, "Well, this, these are the rules of righteous living. You"ve got to do this, and this, and this, and this, and this. And you can"t do this, and this, and this, and this, and this." And I can set up these rules, and I can get out my little gold stars. And at the end of each day, I can paste my gold stars on those that I"ve kept. But if I have a whole page of gold stars but yet there"s one little point over here where I blew it and I can"t put a gold star, then I"m unrighteous. I violated. "If you keep the whole law yet offended in one point, you"re guilty of all."

Now, the other way to be righteous is through faith in Jesus Christ, receiving that grace of God through Him, where God accounts me, as He did Abraham, righteous because I believe. Now, that righteousness depends upon the work of Jesus Christ as my sacrifice, as my substitute. It is predicated upon the work of God. Therefore, that righteousness is perfect. It will stand. And it is given to me through my faith in Jesus Christ. That"s what God accounts, the righteousness of Christ accounted to my account through my faith in Jesus Christ.

Now, because I can"t keep the first, I have opted for the second. Because I can"t and haven"t kept the whole law, I"m thankful that God accounts me righteous and I can have fellowship with the righteous God because of Jesus Christ and my faith in Jesus Christ. Now, if you"re trying to be justified before God or being made righteous before God by the keeping of the law, then Christ is of no effect to you. You can"t be both.

For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith ( Galatians 5:5 ).

That"s the position where we stand. By the Spirit of God, we"re waiting for that hope of righteousness through faith.

For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision avails any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love ( Galatians 5:6 ).

So, I think Paul could also have included here baptism or no baptism as far as the physical immersion in water. He"s talking about rituals and the power of rituals to make you righteous before God, and the issue is, they can"t. What makes you righteous before God is your faith, which works in love within your heart and life.

Now, it is interesting to me how that those who opt for rules, those who opt for laws, those who want to lay down the laws upon the people, or those who want to live under the laws that are laid down upon them, always seem to be striving. We have those that come around here. They"re wanting to strive, they"re wanting to argue; they"re wanting to prove their points how that baptism is essential for salvation. And they want to get on our case because we don"t run down every night and baptize people the moment they"re saved. Because we wait to have our baptisms "til the water gets warmer.

It"s because baptism doesn"t save. It"s faith in Jesus Christ that saves. It"s the operation of God"s Spirit within our heart that works through love. Not contention. Not striving. But it works through love. And any kind of a relationship with God that causes me to strive with my brother, causes me to become contentious, is really something that I"m not interested in. Causes me to become judgmental. It"s faith which works by love.

Now Paul said,

Ye did run well ( Galatians 5:7 );

Again, you remember he said, "You did start well. What did hinder you? Ye did run well." Having begun in the spirit, you did all right in the beginning, but

who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you ( Galatians 5:7-8 ).

In other words, you did not get this from God. I really like to say that to the Jehovah Witnesses that come to my door. "This persuasion didn"t come from Him who called you." You couldn"t believe the things the Jehovah Witnesses believe, unless you read their screwy attitudes and ideas in their books. I mean, you never get it from reading the Bible and waiting upon God. Your mind has to be bent in that direction through their writings. And so with the Mormons. You never come to believe in what the Mormons believe through reading the Bible. It comes by reading the book of Mormon. "This persuasion, this ideas that you have, they don"t really come from God, from the One who called you. They are ideas that have been planted in your mind by men."

Now, a lot of times when people come to me with some weird concept, I"ll say, "Where in the world did you get that idea?" And sometimes they"ll lie to me. And they say, "Oh, well, I was just waiting upon the Lord and reading the Scriptures, and the Lord showed this to me." I said, "That"s a lie." "Here, I"ll show it to you in this book." "Have you been reading this book?" "Well, yeah, I read that book but, you know, God showed it to me." No, this persuasion doesn"t come from Him who called you. You weren"t persuaded to be circumcised because God was speaking to your heart and convicting you of this. These concepts, these heresies that develop within the church are passed on by men. They don"t come to man from God.

And the Jehovah Witnesses, just the Arian heresy of the early church. The prosperity doctrines of the gnostic heresy of the early church. They"re just warmed over, put in a new coat, and declared by a fresh voice, or sometimes the voices aren"t so fresh, but they"re things, concepts that . . . And you find that these people espousing them are plagiarizing from other people who have espoused them, and it goes back and back and back. But not from God. That is why I encourage you just to read the Bible. I am not at all worried about anything you will come to believe by just simply reading your Bible. I don"t think you need anything more than the Bible to really know the truth of God. And I encourage you to just read your Bible.

Now, why is it that Jehovah Witness can"t tell you that? Because you"ll never come to their beliefs just by reading the Bible. Why can"t the Mormons tell you that? Because you"ll never come to their beliefs by just reading the Bible. So the minute I start peddling books and saying, "Now, to really understand the Bible, you better read my books, because you"ll just, you know, read the Bible, you"ll be in darkness. It"s just, you know, too difficult. Just let our books explain for you." "This persuasion didn"t come from God."

A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump ( Galatians 5:9 ).

You open the door for a little error, and it will soon magnify because you see, as you"ve opened the door for this error, then as you are challenged on the flaws of the error, you"re going to have to develop further doctrines to cover or further concepts to cover, and pretty soon, you"re going to be way out in left field.

There is a group called Jesus Only, and they believe that Jesus is the Father, He is the Son, He is the Holy Spirit. It"s Jesus only. Unitarians. And they are quite zealous in their beliefs, very fervent in the proclamations of their beliefs. And I had some who were determined that they were going to convert me to their way of thinking.

And I would listen to them and listen to them and listen to them; I don"t really make a practice of arguing scriptures. And so, I would listen to these fellows, and I listened, you know, and just said, "Well, you know, that"s what the scripture says, you know," when they would quote scriptures. Well, they thought that they had me convinced to their way of thinking. And so, they started telling people, "Well, Chuck believes this." And so then I had to go out to them and say, "Hey, you haven"t convinced me of the truth of what you"re declaring. I don"t believe that." And then they started to rail on me and prophesy my death and things of this nature.

And so I said, "All right, tell me, when Jesus was baptized, who spoke and said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" ( Matthew 3:17 )? Is He a ventriloquist? When in the garden, or when on the cross, Jesus cried, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken Me?" ( Matthew 27:46 ) Who was He crying to? "Oh, well, He laid down His divinity before He died." I said, "Oh oh oh oh oh," you see, "A little leaven leavens the whole lump." Now you"re, you know, chopping Jesus up, and said, "Well, He is God here, and but, for a while He wasn"t God and the universe was without God for a little bit here, or whatever. And, you know, I mean, you"re having now go to . . . you"ve taken a position Jesus is the only One. Now you"ve got to defend it against the challenges and so you"ve got to start making up or taking positions that are thoroughly unscriptural in order to defend your position." And a little leaven soon leavens the whole lump.

Even though it might be a minor departure from the truth, be careful. Try and stay right on course. If, when I got on board a 747 at LAX heading for Honolulu, the captain would say, "Now, folks, we"re having a little problem here with our navigation instruments. We"re about one degree off, but we hope to correct this in flight or something." I"d say, "Open the doors and let me off." If your navigational instruments are one degree off, and you take your heading and you start for Hawaii, by the time you"ve gone that distance, you"ll miss Hawaii by two hundred and forty miles.

Oh, by the time you get to Santa Barbara, you won"t even notice anything. You know, you can look down and see the Channel Islands. You can see the Santa Rosa and San Miguel and San Nicolas and say, "Hey, hey, all right, we"re right on course." One degree, and you"ve only gone hundred miles, you don"t even notice. But you continue one degree off on out over the Pacific, and you can miss your destination completely. "A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." Now Paul said,

I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded ( Galatians 5:10 ):

Now Paul is now saying, "Oh, who did hinder you, you know, and this teach and all. But I have confidence in you that you"re not going to be persuaded by this. That you"re not going to be otherwise minded."
but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offense of the cross ceased ( Galatians 5:10-11 ).

Now, evidently these Paul people were saying, "Well, Paul was circumcised and he"s preaching circumcision. You ought to be circumcised, you know." And Paul said, "Hey, wait a minute. I have not. If I preach circumcision, then why would they keep persecuting me? The offense of the cross would cease." Paul was preaching that Jesus paid the complete price for your redemption on the cross. There"s nothing that you can add to what Jesus paid. That it is His sacrifice for your sins that brings you redemption and the forgiveness of sins. No effort, no work on your part. You can"t do anything to buy redemption. You can"t do anything to buy forgiveness. The forgiveness of your sins and your redemption is totally predicated upon the finished work of Jesus Christ upon the cross.

These people were adding to it. "The death of Christ for you isn"t sufficient. You got to walk the tight rope. You got to keep the law. You got to be circumcised." The message of redemption through the cross was offensive. People were trying to add to it. And that"s why Paul was persecuted by the Jews, because he was saying, "The law of Moses is not necessary for righteousness or for salvation. You are saved through the finished work of Jesus on the cross. The cross paid it all."

Paul closes this little section on the idea of circumcision and all and he gets a little testy with those. He said,

I would [wish that] they were even cut off which trouble you ( Galatians 5:12 ).

Or literally, "I wish they were castrated who trouble you. They"re trying to cause you to be circumcised, I wish they were castrated." Naughty Paul. We find that offensive in our society today, but in those days, the area of Galatia was the center of the worship of Sybil, and the priests of Sybil would castrate themselves. And so, it was something that was quite familiar the castration. And of the priest of this pagan god. And so, the people of Galatia understood exactly what Paul was talking about. And let"s go on. I could quickly get in trouble.

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another ( Galatians 5:13 ).

Again, it is not a liberty to do anything I please. It isn"t a liberty to live after my flesh. That is not what Christian liberty is about. And if you have interpreted it that way, you have completely missed the message of the scripture. "You"ve been called unto liberty." That is, liberty in Jesus Christ. Liberty from the law and from the bondage of the law, because that cannot make you righteous. But the liberty is not a liberty to indulge my flesh in anything that I may desire to do after the flesh. It is the liberty not to do those things which the flesh once forced me to do. So, "do not use your liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love," the real key is love, "serve one another."

For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself ( Galatians 5:14 ).

So, love is the fulfilling of the law. One of the lawyers one day challenged Jesus as to the greatest commandment. And Jesus said, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy mind and with all thy strength; and thy neighbor as thyself. And in these are all the law and the prophets" ( Matthew 22:37-40 ). Love is the fulfilling of the law. If I am walking in the Spirit, if I am walking in love, then there can be no law to regulate my life. You see, laws are for unprincipled people.

If a person is living by right principles, he doesn"t need any laws. He is governed by principles by which he lives. Laws are necessary to restrain unprincipled people. Now, if you"re walking in love, supreme love for God and supreme love for your fellow man, then there is no law. All of the law is fulfilled. For what the law is actually saying to you is that you should love God supremely and love your neighbor as yourself. That"s all the law is saying to you.

But if ye bite and devour one another, [you better] take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust [desires] of the flesh ( Galatians 5:15-16 ).

So, Paul here exhorts us to walk in the Spirit and to live after the Spirit or on the spirit side of our lives. Now, man was created and by God as a living spirit. Created by God, in fellowship with God. God is a superior Trinity; man is an inferior trinity. The superior Trinity is made up of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The inferior trinity is spirit, soul and body of man. And it is in the realm of the spirit where man meets God. That"s where I come in touch with God. That"s where God touches me. In my spirit, in the realm of the Spirit. His Spirit bears witness with my spirit that I am a child of God.

"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth" ( John 4:24 ). Now when Adam sinned, his spirit died just as God had warned, "In the day that you eat, you will surely die" ( Genesis 2:17 ). His spirit died, and Adam broke fellowship with God. For God would not fellowship with man dominated by his flesh. And of course, that"s exactly what the temptation led Adam to is fleshly domination. He saw that the tree was pleasant to look upon, it was tasty to eat and it would make him wise as God. "The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life" ( 1 John 2:16 ). And they ate, giving over to their fleshly appetites and in so doing, the flesh dominated. The flesh began to rule, and man"s consciousness was now filled and absorbed with the body needs and the body appetites.

God did not intend man to live that way, because man living that way is alienated from God who is a Spirit. When the emphasis of man became on the physical fleshly side of him, he no longer was one with God, who is a Spirit and must be worshipped in spirit and in truth. And so in the fullness of time, God sent His Son to die for man"s sin, in order that through Him man might be born again by the Spirit of God. And become again a spiritual being.

And so, when Nicodemus came to Jesus, Jesus faced him immediately with this issue. He said, "You"ve got to be born again." He said, "What do you mean? I can"t go back to my mother"s womb and be born again. What are you talking about?" Jesus said, "I"m not talking about that. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, but that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Don"t marvel when I say, "You"ve got to be born again."" And Jesus talked to him about the spiritual rebirth, which takes place when a person by faith receives Christ as his Savior. There is a work of God"s Spirit within his heart, and he is born of the Spirit, and now again has a spirit that is alive and is conscious of God. And this is the thing that you try to describe to people, and they don"t understand.

The Bible says, "The natural man cannot understand the things of the Spirit: neither can he know them, they are spiritually discerned" ( 1 Corinthians 2:14 ). But he that is spiritual understands these things, though he is not understood. And to try to explain to people the things of the Spirit to the natural man, to try and explain the things of the Spirit has got to be one of the most frustrating things in the world. Because you have been born of the Spirit, you can see it, you can understand it; it"s as plain as can be. But because they are not born of the Spirit and have no understanding of the spiritual dimension of life, you"re talking riddles to them. You"re talking nonsense.

It"s amazing, isn"t it, what difference being born of the Spirit really makes. In my attitude towards life. In my understanding of the word of God. In so many things. Suddenly, I have been born of the Spirit; things suddenly are illuminated. Things which were once a mystery and I couldn"t understand are now very understandable. They"re just revealed by the Spirit. The truth of God to our hearts.

So, you has he made alive who were dead because of your trespasses and sins. Who in times past you walked according to the course of this world. According to the prince of the power of the air, among whom we all had our manner of living. As we lived to fulfill the desires of our flesh and of our mind, and we were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God has made you alive in Christ Jesus. And now your spirit is alive. And your spirit being alive, again you can experience fellowship with God, the joy, the blessing of fellowshipping with God.

So, "walk in the Spirit." That is, walk in fellowship with God. Walk on the spiritual side of your nature. And if you do, you will not be fulfilling the desires of your flesh. The flesh will not be ruling over you anymore. The fleshly desires will not be dominating your life, but your life will be dominated by the Spirit, and thus, by God.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other; so that ye cannot do the things that ye would ( Galatians 5:17 ).

There is a warfare that goes on in the life of the believer. Once the spirit has come alive, now there comes this striving for the mastery of me. Will I be mastered by the Spirit or will I be mastered by the flesh? If I am mastered by the flesh, then I have the mind of the flesh. That is, my mind is constantly upon fleshly things. And the mind of the flesh is alienated from God; it cannot know God. The mind of the flesh is death.

But if my life is dominated by the Spirit, then I have the mind of the Spirit. And I"m thinking of God, and I"m thinking upon spiritual things, and the result of life and joy and peace in the holy Spirit. The mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and joy and peace. The warfare going on. Am I going to yield to my flesh, or am I going to yield to the Spirit? And this comes up every day in many situations, and I have actually the choice in this situation. I can yield to my flesh and I can blow off steam and I can get in and I can fight and I can get into the striving and the whole issue. Or I can walk after the Spirit and say, "Oh Lord, it doesn"t matter. Help me, Lord, to just keep the right attitude." And I can just go and pass it by.

And so, another issue arises in five minutes. Uh-huh, you did that five minutes. All right, you know. And I can choose whether or not to walk in the flesh, or then again, to commit it and walk after the Spirit. You see, it isn"t a once-in-forever kind of a thing. It is once that I have reckoned myself to be crucified with Christ when I accepted Him. I was crucified with Christ, but now I have to reckon it in so many situations everyday.

"Hey, that old nature, that old Chuck is dead. Let him alone. Don"t revive him. Crucified with Christ. Reckon that to be. That"s just my old flesh that"s upset. That"s my old prideful nature. That"s the old nature that wants its way, that wants to insist on its own way and all. That"s the old nature, reckon that to be dead. That died with Christ. It doesn"t really matter, I"m going to walk after the Spirit and I"m going to please God in this. I"m going to walk in love." And so, I have to reckon the old man to be dead each day, and oftentimes, many times through the day.

The flesh is lusting against the Spirit. The Spirit against the flesh. They"re contrary, and I do not always walk after the Spirit. There are times when I lapse into the flesh. I get an attitude that is not of the Lord. I say something that is not of the Lord. Do you know what happens? Immediately the Spirit speaks to me and says, "That was wrong." "Yeah, but I had the right to do it." And I"ll argue with Him for a while. "You don"t know how long I"ve been taking it, Lord. I tried." And you keep dealing with me until I"ll finally say, "Oh, God, I"m sorry. I was wrong. Forgive me, Lord. Help me, Lord. Thank You, Jesus, for Your forgiveness and for Your love and for Your grace to me."

And I"m washed and I"m cleansed and I go on. You see, I don"t always do the things that I would. But when I do fail, the Spirit is right there, and that"s why I know I"m a child of God. You see, if I weren"t a child of God, He would just let me go. He wouldn"t bother correcting me. It"s sort of comforting, you know. David said, "Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me" ( Psalms 23:4 ). The rod was the thing the shepherd used to hit the sheep on the flanks when they started getting out, you know, roaming out. All right, I"m still one of His sheep, you know. He"s just whacked me with the rod. Oh, I"m comforted by that. I"m still His child. Don"t despise the chastening of the Lord. "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourges every son whom He receives" ( Hebrews 12:6 ).

But if ye be led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these ( Galatians 5:18-19 ),

And he gives to us here a listing, incomplete to be sure, because he ends it by saying, "And do such things." And so, such things leaves an unending list of things of the flesh. But he lists some of the works of the flesh. These works of the flesh, of course, are related to our body drives, so many of them.

Adultery, fornication, uncleanness [sexual impurities], [wantonness] lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft [drug abuse] ( Galatians 5:19-20 ),

The Greek word is pharmakeia, translated here witchcraft, because in the sorceries, they"re into witchcraft. They often use drugs, potions; the potions that you"d take, you know, and it"d have their drug related experiences.

hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies ( Galatians 5:20 ),

Interesting to me that heresies is here mentioned as a part of the works of the flesh. And I was challenged by that for a while. I began to think it through and I thought, "Yes, it is a work of the flesh, because usually a person gets into heresy to attract attention to himself." You know, you come up with some heretical teaching, you get everybody excited and everybody"s listening, everybody"s beginning to discuss what you"re teaching. And the old flesh likes to get people excited and stirred up like that. And people to follow after me, you know. Here I"ve got this new twist on the scripture. No one"s ever seen this before but oh, bless God, He"s revealed it to us in these days. And you develop your own little following, which really appeals to your flesh. The works of the flesh.

Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like ( Galatians 5:21 ):

So, the such like covers a lot of things.

of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God ( Galatians 5:21 ).

This is indeed strong language for you who want to live after the flesh. As we go down these things here, these are the things that God will exclude from His kingdom. These things are not allowed in the kingdom of God. If you want to be a subject in God"s kingdom, then you cannot do these things. You cannot be ruled and dominated by your flesh.

Now, it is interesting, a list similar to this is given to us in Revelation the twenty-first chapter, as it tells us those who are going to be excluded from heaven and outside were those who were doing these things: "The fearful, the unbelieving, the abominable, the murderers, the whoremongers, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and the liars," those who are outside. And so, Revelation 21:8 if you want the reference on that. And then there"s another reference also in Revelation, "but outside or the dogs and adulterers and so forth."

This is heavy. The works of the flesh. It"s a solemn warning to every one of us who would live after the flesh or would want to live after the flesh to know that you cannot do these things and inherit the kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit ( Galatians 5:22 )

Now, "walk in the Spirit, you"ll not fulfill the lust of the flesh." Be led by the Spirit, you"re not under the law. The law forbids these things, but the law of love also forbids them. "But the fruit of the Spirit"

is love ( Galatians 5:22 ),

Now notice, works of the flesh, works plural. So all of these things fall under the category of works of the flesh, but the "fruit of the Spirit," fruit is singular. So there"s only one real fruit of the Spirit, that is love. These other words are defining what the agape love actually is. So, joy is love"s consciousness. You ever seen a person in love and all of the joy that they have?

peace ( Galatians 5:22 ),

You remember as Paul defined love for us in I Corinthians chapter thirteen, he uses longsuffering. "Love suffereth long and is kind." This agape love is gentle; it is good. The word faith here is trusting. It is . . . it has a, perhaps, a naiveté about it in that it does trust.

You know I"ve been burned so many times by trusting men, but I pray, "God, never make me jaundiced." I"d rather trust and be burned than not to trust. True to the Spirit. This kind of love is a trusting love. Not to the place of being ridiculous. Some guy comes up and says, "Hey man, I got a watch, genuine made, you know. I need money to get home. Can you give me, you know, a hundred dollars for this watch?" I"m, you know, not stupid.

Meekness ( Galatians 5:23 ),

"Blessed are the meek" ( Matthew 5:5 ).

temperance ( Galatians 5:23 ):

Now, the word temperance is one we have a little difficulty with. We don"t understand that word too much. Let"s use an opposite word, intemperant. A person doesn"t lose his temper. He"s temperant. Now,

against such there is no law ( Galatians 5:23 ).

I mean, if you"re walking in love, what rules can you lay down? What can you say to a guy? You see, you don"t need any laws. All of the bases are covered. They"re covered by the fact that you"re walking in love.

And they that are Christ"s have crucified the flesh ( Galatians 5:24 )

Paul had written in the earlier part, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me" ( Galatians 2:20 ). Romans chapter six, "Know ye that the old man was crucified with Christ? Therefore reckon ye yourselves to be dead with Christ, but alive unto God through Him" ( Romans 6:6 , Romans 6:11 ). So, they that are Christ"s have crucified the flesh.

with the affections and lusts [with its desires]. [For] if we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vainglory ( Galatians 5:24-26 ),

Now, these men who were coming with this teaching were really out to get notches on their belts. The kind that were always talking about numbers. "We had ten thousand souls saved last week. Look at all the notches on my belt." Men that have followed after my perverse teachings. "Desirous of vainglory,"

provoking one another, envying one another ( Galatians 5:26 ).

Glory, the glory of man is indeed empty; it"s vain. Don"t seek after it. You"ll be disappointed. It will create a lot of enemies. It will create a lot of envy and a lot of provocation. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-18
Bretheren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted ( Galatians 6:1 ).

The Bible does seem to make a distinction between sins and faults, though I think that the distinction is probably quite narrow. But James said that "if there"s any sick among you, let him call for the elders of the church and let them anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord and the prayer of faith will save the sick and the Lord shall raise them up. And if they have committed any sins, they shall be forgiven them" ( James 5:14-15 ). And then he said, "Now confess your faults one to another" ( James 5:16 ). Now, there is really no place in the scripture where we"re told to confess our sins one to another. We"re to confess our sins unto God. And "if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" ( 1 John 1:9 ). But we can confess our faults to one another.

Now, a lot of people have gone into some real trouble over these confessional things, you know, where we"re all going to confess our sins to each other. And a lot of hurt has come from that. A lot of damage has come from that.

I heard of three ministers who got together and decided that they were going to purge them consciences by confessing their sins to each other. First minister said, "Well," he said, "I have a problem with drinking." He said, "Don"t anybody know this, but I keep a bottle at at at home all the time." He said, "I"m just a private drinker, not a social, but I"m a private drinker. And I just have to have my bottle, and every night before I go to bed I have a drink or two." Next minister said, "Well, my problem is women; I just can"t seem to get free from lust. And I just really have a strong lust after women and all. It"s just really terrible. I don"t know what I"m going to do." And he started telling of some of the women and all. Third minister said, "Well, my sin is gossip, and I just can"t wait to get out of here."

You got to be careful of these confession services. You don"t know who might have the sin of gossip. "Confess your faults one to another." I"m at fault. I was wrong. It"s good to confess. It"s hard. I think those are probably the three hardest words to say, "I was wrong," especially if you"re talking to your wife. You don"t want to be wrong. Confess your faults. Be willing to confess when you are wrong. Be willing to confess when you"ve made a mistake. Confess your faults. "I was too hasty in my judgment. I spoke when I should have been silent. I was wrong when I said that."

Confess your faults to one another. Now "if a brother be overtaken in a fault," and this, I believe, does refer to this business of the heresy, because it"s all in context. Someone has gone out and gotten circumcised in order that they might be righteous. He"s overtaken in his fault. Faulty teaching. "Ye which are spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted."

Now, I think that this can go beyond this, as far as the restoration of a brother. "If a brother be overtaken in a fault," in a faulty relationship, "ye which are spiritual restore such a one." Now, God"s desire is not to damn the sinner, but always to restore the sinner. And if I take the attitude of damning everybody that does wrong, then I"m not taking God"s attitude towards man. And it"s unfortunate that many people have that concept of God, that He"s wanting to damn everyone who has done something wrong. Not so. God wants to restore everyone who has done something wrong.

If you have sinned, it isn"t God"s desire to destroy you. It"s God"s desire to restore you. And if I am going to be a servant of God walking in love, then I must seek to help in that restoration process. Not to push you down further. Not to say, "Oh well, I knew that guy was a flake anyhow, you know." But to restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, not to come in a haughty spirit. Not to come in a spirit of judgment and condemnation and lay down the heavy hand of the law upon the guy and say, "How could you do that? How could you do that, man?" But to restore him in the spirit of meekness realizing, "Hey, I"m capable of doing the same thing. Were it not for the grace of God and the power of God"s Spirit, I could be guilty of the very same thing."

And so "restoring him in the spirit of meekness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted." So,

Bear ye one another"s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ ( Galatians 6:2 ).

He bore our burdens for us. "Cast all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you" ( 1 Peter 5:7 ). He"s willing to bear your burden, now we need to bear one another"s burdens. And thus, we fulfill the law of Christ. When one member suffers, they all suffer. And within the body, we need to have that kind of a sensitivity, whereby we can minister more effectively to each other when there is a need, when a brother is in need. When a brother is hurting, that we can stand with him and encourage them and support them, and that we bear one another"s burdens. That"s what the Lord would have us to do. So, "bear one another"s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ."

For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself ( Galatians 6:3 ).

He"s not deceiving those around him. And there are so many people in this category who really think they are something when they are nothing. Have you ever met one of those persons? I have met so many. Self-deceived. Self-deluded.

But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another ( Galatians 6:4 ).

You know when God has revealed some special exciting truth to your heart, so exciting, so new, so novel, so different, and you feel that the whole body needs to share and know this truth that God has revealed to you, please do us the favor of allowing us to observe how this truth has transformed your life more into the image of Jesus Christ. Let us see what it has done in you to make you a better servant of God. And then, when we observe the fruit of this truth in your own life, we"ll come to you and ask you about it. But don"t come lay your trips on us. Prove, let every man prove himself. Then you"ll have something really to glory in. Let it be proved in your own life. Let us see the result as it is worked out in your life. And then you can rejoice in what God has done for you.

For every man shall bear his own burden ( Galatians 6:5 ).

Now he"s just told us to bear one another"s burdens, and that is important. But you can"t lay your burden on everybody else. You"ve got to bear your own burden, too. And there are a lot of people that are always trying to unburden themselves on everybody else so they don"t have to carry it. You know, they burden everybody they get around with their burden. And then they walk away and say, "All right, now I don"t have to worry about that anymore, you know. I"ve dumped it on somebody else." I have a lot of people dump burdens on me. My wife said, "Why do you think God gave you broad shoulders?" I was telling her about something that was dumped on me the other day and she . . . not much sympathy at home, just good exhortation. Poor baby.

Now, verse six is an interesting verse. And I don"t want to really expound upon it. But Paul is declaring that,

Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things ( Galatians 6:6 ).

The Bible says that "the laborer is worthy of his hire" ( Luke 10:7 ). "Don"t muzzle the ox that treads out the corn" ( Deuteronomy 25:4 ). "The husbandman is first partaker of the fruit" ( 2 Timothy 2:6 ). And let me say that God has abundantly blessed me, and has blessed me in every way possible. He has blessed me physically, good health. He has blessed me spiritually, in my walk and relationship with Him. He has blessed me financially. He has blessed me in every possible way. And I thank God for His blessings. So I am not going to poor mouth and say, "Oh, now you should communicate to your teacher in all good things, you know, and see he"s taken care of." God does take care of me. Takes care of me very well.

In fact, I love to be able to go out and minister God"s love and God"s truth to people without charge. I"ve sort of independent like Paul in that way, and in that respect, and I love to go out and and people say, "Well, how much do you charge to come?" I say, "I"d never charged anybody to go." And wherever I go and people ask about expenses, I always tell them, "Look, my Father is extremely wealthy and He takes care of all of my needs. So you don"t have to worry about taking care of me, my Father has given me a lavish expense account." God is good. And God has blessed me, for which I give Him thanks. And you have blessed me.

I"ll tell you, the rewards of the ministry are just fantastic. Every week I"m receiving such glorious letters from people whose lives have been blessed by the teaching of the word of God. And what a blessing that is to me when people share what God is doing in their lives through the Word and through the teaching of the Word. I"ll tell you, I just sit there and I just am blessed, am blessed, am blessed. So, communicate, the word literally in Greek means to, "in all good things," it refers to finances and food and things of this nature. But there is communication also, just verbally, and by letters, and just a thank you many times is so rewarding. You know, you maybe have just gone through a hassle or something, you go to get the mail and then you start getting this. Of course, we also get the other kind of mail, too, but I don"t read that.

Now, we read a little bit ago about a person who thinks he"s really something when he is nothing. He is just deceived. Paul now again says,

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting ( Galatians 6:7-8 ).

I believe that man is sowing into the fertile field of his mind every day and you can be sowing to the flesh. It is difficult in this age not to sow to the flesh. There are so many magazines being published, the sole purpose is to feed the flesh, to excite the flesh, to excite the desires of the flesh, to incite and inflame the flesh. So many movies, so many TV programs-all designed to sow to the flesh, to get the flesh excited. Don"t be deceived. If you watch these movies, if you look at these magazines, if you feed your flesh, then you are going to reap of the flesh corruption. Don"t be deceived. You cannot feed the flesh and reap of the Spirit.

And many of you are having problems with your flesh simply because you"re sowing to the flesh. The eye gate is an important gate into the soul of man. And you are affected by what you see. You know, it"s such a horrible thing to plant garbage into the computer.

The other day as I was out in the yard working. I don"t know what juices went together to create the electric spark that went across my brain, but when I was a little kid about seven years old, some dirty guy sang a dirty song. And you know, here years later, that dirty song came back into my mind. And I thought, "Oh God, that"s horrible that that kind of rot was planted in my brain when I was just a little kid. And those big guys that sang that song when I was there as a little kid, polluting my mind, planting that garbage in there. And it"s still there. I can"t rid it out of my mind." Oh I don"t . . . that"s the first time, you know, and I haven"t . . . I can"t even remember what it was now. I just remember as a dirty song the other day that came into my mind that I heard when I was a kid. I thought, "Oh, garbage!" Of course, I immediately began to sing choruses and praised the Lord, and to put that stuff back into the garbage pit from which it came.

But you"re sowing. You"re sowing either to your flesh, or you"re sowing to your spirit. And what you sow you"re going to reap. That"s natural. That"s life. Don"t be deceived on that issue. Now, the beautiful thing is, is that we can sow to the Spirit. That"s what we"re doing tonight. "Thy word, O Lord, is life and it is Spirit" ( John 6:63 ). "The word of God is alive, and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword, and it"s able to cut between the bone and the marrow, and between the soul and the spirit" ( Hebrews 4:12 ). And the word of God feeds our spirits and as we sow to the Spirit, then of the Spirit we"re going to reap life everlasting.

So what am I planting in, that is so vital, because what I"m planting in is what"s going to come out. And if I"m planting to my flesh, it"s going to come out of the flesh. If I"m planting to my spirit, it"s going to come out of the Spirit. How important that we do more sowing to the Spirit. God help us. We"re living in horrible days in many sense. We have all of these modern conveniences; all designed to take us a little further away from the Lord. To absorb our time. So easy to turn on the TV and get involved in the fantasies of TV. Some mystery, some story, some romance. What a waste of time. So easy, isn"t it? Sow to the flesh. So easy. But "don"t be deceived; whatsoever a man sows, that will he also reap."
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not ( Galatians 6:9 ).

Now, you start sowing to the Spirit and you want an immediate crop, you know. We sow to the flesh, we want God to stunt the growth, you know. "Don"t let it come up, God." But if we sow to the Spirit, then we want immediate results. "Hey, Lord, I prayed about this five minutes ago. Now when you going to do something?" You know. "Be not weary in well doing." Don"t give up. Don"t get discouraged. "In due season, God"s timing, we will reap, if we faint not." What if we faint? Well, we probably won"t reap.

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith ( Galatians 6:10 ).

Let that be our rule of life. Let"s do good to all men. Now Paul writes a personal note. He said,

Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand ( Galatians 6:11 ).

Most of Paul"s letters were dictated, because that was just the usual way in those days. They"d have a stenographer who would write their letters for them. And most of Paul"s letters were dictated. This Galatian epistle, it is thought that he wrote in his own handwriting. And so the large letter could refer to the size of the letters, because he had bad eyesight. And so, it could be that he wrote very large so he could see what he was writing. Or it is possible he is referring to the length of the letter, because if he wrote the whole letter to the Galatians in his own hand, it was a long letter for a person to write himself. So, "you see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand." Again, could be a hint or an indication towards Paul"s weakness of his flesh.

As many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ ( Galatians 6:12 ).

They"re going along with the crowd. They don"t want to suffer the persecution for the cross of Christ, so they go ahead and preach the law of righteousness.

For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but [they] desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh ( Galatians 6:13 ).

That they may glory in their conquest, in their converts.

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world ( Galatians 6:14 ).

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God. God forbid that I should glory in anything but the cross of Jesus Christ. Not glory in the work that God has done through me, not glory in anything that I have or I have done. But glory in the work of God for me in the cross of Jesus Christ, I glory. "By whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." That is, I am dead to the world but alive unto God through Jesus.

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature ( Galatians 6:15 ).

It has nothing to do with my relationship. What is important is that I am a new creature in Christ. So from now on,

And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From henceforth let no man trouble me [don"t bug me]: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus ( Galatians 6:16-17 ).

Paul, one of the writers, I don"t know, Hebrew writers said, "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, as you were striving for the truth" ( Hebrews 12:4 ). But Paul did. "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." Scarred.

Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen ( Galatians 6:18 ).

Father, we thank You now for the word of God and this opportunity tonight of studying again that we might sow to the Spirit. For Lord, we want to reap of the Spirit. God, we want to walk in the Spirit. We want to be led by the Spirit. We want to live in the Spirit. We want to be controlled by the Spirit. We want the fruit of the Spirit to be evidenced in our lives. We present our bodies as a temple that Your Holy Spirit might indwell us. In Jesus" name. Amen.

God bless, fill your hearts with His Spirit, and walk in the Spirit. Sow to the Spirit that you"re going to reap of the Spirit life abundant through Jesus. Hallelujah! "

